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THE Celebrating the 
Praiſes of the Dead, 
CY ' is an Argument fo worn 
"out* by Tong" and frequent uſe; 
arid now. become ſo naiſeos, by 
the Flattery that uſually attends 
it, that it is no wonder if Funeral 
-Drations, or Pariegyricks, are more 
£0# fider'd for the Elegancy. of 
| OA and fineneſs of Wit, than 
for the Authority they carry with 
them as to the truth of matters 
of Fat. And yet F am not here- 
by deterred from medling with 
"this uu of Argument, je-3 from 
& A A 3 | hand- 
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frame 


bending it with all | the plain- 
neſs Fran; delivering only 


” - phat I my ſelf heard and ſaw, 


without any borrowed Ornament. 
T do eaſtly oreſee how many will 


he. engaged for | the | ſupport of 


"their Impious Maxims and In- 
'moral Praftices, to diſparage 
' phat I-am' to write. Others\will 


cenſure it, becauſe it comes from 
one. of my Profeſſion ; 100 many 
ſuppoſing. us to. be induced. to 

fs ch Diſcourſes for carry- 
ing. oz what they are pleaſed to 


cal. Qur Trade. Some will 
think I dreſs it. up too artifici- 
.#by,.and others, that I preſent jt 
roo plain and naked, 


But being reſolu'd to govern 


. my felf by the exal Rules of 
Ti ruth, I ſhall be leſs concerned 
ant eC enſures I may fall under. 


fr Pray Jeem liable to great Ex- 
|  Feption 


The Preface. 


ception, - that "l ſbould diſcloſe 
fo many Things, that were diſ- 
covered to, me," if not under the 
Seal of Confeſſion, yet under the 
Confidence of Friendſhip : But 
this. Noble Lord himſelf not only 
releaſed. me fromall Obligation 
of, this kind, when I waited on 
him-in his laſt Sickneſs, a few 
Days before-he died ; but gave 
it." me: in\_Charge not ta- ſpare 
him... in... any thing which 1 
thought might be of uſe to the 
Living ; and was not ill plea- 
fed to be laid open, as well in 
Part of. bis. Life, being fo ſrn- 
cere in. his. Repentance, that he 
-was not unwilling to take Shame 
ta\bimfelf, by ſuffering his Faults 
to be. expoſed for the Benefit of 
1, 1 SLATS CET 


A 4 I write 


The Preface. 
> Eirite with one great dilact 


nantage; that | aunt vodeb"lis | | 


chief Pefign, without mentioning 
ſome of his Faults: But'I have 
touched them as tenderly as the 
Occaſion would" bear :  And.I-am 
ure withmueb"more ſoftneſs than 
; -he "deſired; 6r would have -con- 
"ſented unto, had-I told him how 
T1 intended to manage this Part. 
Thave'related nothing with" per- 
ſonal RefleAions on” any: others, 
concerned with him, wiſhing ta- 
ther that they themſelves reflett- 
ing 0n the Tohſe he had of his 
former Diſorders, may þe thereby 
fed 'to forſake- their own, "than 
that they ſhould be: any ways re- 
—— by what T write* 'and 
therefore doark he uſed wery few 
' Reſerves with-me, as to his'Courſe 
of Life, yet ſince others had 
Share in moſt Parts of it, I jhall 


/'# 


\ relate 
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The' Preface. 
relate "nothing but what *more 


I immediately concerned 'Þi mfe fs 


j an ſhall Fay 0 more of his 
Faults, than'is neceſſary to ia 
ſtrate his Repentance: 
The Occaſion that led 'me aro 
fo particular 4 Knowledge of bim, 
was an Intimation gruen me by. 
a Gentleman 4 his acquain- 
tance; of - his defire to ſee me: 
This was ſome time in Octol - - 
1679. when be was ſlowly Tero= 
vering out of a. great Diſeaſe. 
He had underflood that F often 
attended on one well known to 
him, that died the' Summer be- 
fore ; He was alſo then entev- 
taining himſelf in that low fltte 
of his Health, with the Firſt Part 
of the Hiſtory of the Reforma- 
tion, then newly come out, with 


which he ſeemed not ill pleaſed: 


and we had' accictentally met in 
| two 


The Preface. 
two.0r FTka Places. ſometim me. be- 


fore, T beſe were the Motenes that 
d him to call for my Company. 


waited on him once 
or twice, he... grew: into that free- 
dam W th me, as.t9.0 eto me; all 
his 7. 7h 


and Morality and 19. give 1 


a full View of his paſt Life. 


and ſeemed not uneaſie at. my 
frequent Viſits. Sg till he went 
from London, which was in the 
beginn ng of. April, I. waited. az 
bin oe. As ſoon « as I heard 
how ill he Was, and how much 
he 1 Was touched with . the 8 enſe 
of. bis. former. Life., .; writ to 
him, and. recerved from. him an 
Anſwer, that, without my Iinow- 


ledge,was ; printed ſince his Death, | 


from a. Copy. which one .0 bis 
Servants conveyed to the A In 
it there is ſo undeſerued aV alue 
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The Preface. 
put oz me, that it. had been very 
indecent for me to have pub- 
lifſÞ'd it : | Yet that muſt. be. at- 
tributed to his Civility and way 
of | Breeding: 4nd indeed, he 


was particularly known toſo. fem 
of the Clergy, that the. good 


Opinion he bad of 'me,. is. to be 


imputed only to his unacquain- 
tance with others. 

My End off writing .is « #9 
diſcharge ' the laft "6 ommands 
this jad left .on me,.. as that 
it may. be effefual to, awaken 
thoſe who run on to all. the Ex- 


ceſſes of Riat ; and that inthe 
mid{ſt of thoſe Heats, which. their 


Luſts and Paſſions raiſe. 772 them, 
they may be a' little wrought 01 


v ſo. great an Inſtance, of one 


who had run. round the whole 
Circle of Luxury ; and. as So- 
lomon 


Roces ID. - >» 
Apr 


"The Preface. 
lothon' ſays" of himſelf, What- 
ſoever” Jo” Eyes delired;; he 
kept” it tot'-from then Riot 
withh Id: his Heare” from 10 
Top: ohed- back 
all that "One hi þ he 'had 
waſl #*his'T. ime ad SHNgT, 
be © efteemetd it A 3 5 wy 
Vexation of Spirit: 
had both as with Pin = Wit, 
and. as -muth acquired by Learn- 
Tap" and borh' as much in mproved 
wth T hinking "and Study! as per- 
haps any 4" Arad of the 4 *57 
Tet Shen he reflected ÞF: all his 

former 'C 'owrſes, even before” his 
Mind" "was: iHlummated - with 
. b#vter Thoughts, be counted them 
Madneſs and Folly. But when 
the. Powers of Religion came to 
operate on him, theri he added 
F Deteftation to the Contempt 
IN be 
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towards. his. Maker. aud. his 
Redeemer. that as it wrought 


The Preface: 

| te. fone had. of them, ſuits 
to. what became ..: FACE: 

| Penitent, and. expreſſed: bimſelf 


in fo clear and. ſo calm a mans; 


zer,. fo ſenſ ble of his Failings 


zot a_ little .on thoſe that. were 
about him ; ſo, F hope, the 

aking it Publick may. have 4 
more general. Influence, - chiefly 
on. \thoſe on. whom . his - former 
Converſation might have had ill 
Effefts. 

1. have endeavoured to. giue 
bis C barader. as- fully. as I could 
take it; for 1 who ſaw. him- only. 
in one Light, in. a. ſedate' and 
ft d - emper, when. he was un-. 

reat decay .of S trength 
* bo r.of Spirits, cannot give 
Mis Pitare with that life and. 


advantage 


The Preface. 
advantage that: others may; ' wh 
knew \bim "when his Parts wereJE 
more bright and lively : Tet then 
Compoſure he was then in, miyl h 
perhaps be ſuppoſed to balance 
. thy abatement of his uſual Vi-Ph 
pour ' which the declination ofe: 
bis © Health broutht him under. 
T have written . this . Diſcourſe 
with as much Care, and have 
ronfidered it as narrowly a5 1 
tould. I am ſure T have aid no-\_ 
thing but Truth ; T'have done it 
flowly, and often uſed my: ſecond 
Thoughts in it, not being fo-much 
tonterned" in the 'C enſures | might 
fall on ny ſelf, as cautious that 
nothing ſhould paſs, that might 
ob/trutt my only deſign of writing, 
which is the doing what. Þ cn 
towards the reformin! a" looſe and 
lewd Age. And if ſuch a Signal 
Inſtance 


The Preface! 


dLnſtance concurring with all the 
FLEvidence that we have for our 
elmoſt holy Faith, has no Effet on 
plthoſe who are running the ſame 
elCourſe, it is much to be feared 
hey are given up to a reprobate 
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SOME 1.8 


pax cny 


O.F THE 


Life and Death 


JOHN 


Earl of Rocheſter, 


was born in April, Anno . 
Dom. 164.8. His Father was 
Henry Earl ot Rocheſtet,but beſt 
known by the Title of the Lord 
B Wilmot, 


L ict Wilmot Earl of Rocheſter 


Ss. 


Some Paſſages of the Life _ 


Wilmot, who bore ſo great a 
Part 1n all the late Wars, that 
mention is often made of him 


*:in the Hiſtory : And had the 


chicf. Shaxe 1n got Honour of 
the Preſervation” of his Ma- 


jeſty that -now Reigns, after 
wh — 4g and the Con- 


from Place to 

An ke! "happily expe 

m— France: But dying before 
the King's Retirn, he left his 


Son- little other Inhericance, 


but 'the Honour and Title de- 
rived to him, with the Precen- 
fions ſuch eminent, Services 
gave him to the King's Favour : 
Theſe were carefully managed 


by. the'great Prudence/and:Diſ- 
cretionofhis Mother,a Daugh- 
-»ter of that Nobleand Ancient 


Family of the St. Johns of Wilt- 
Shire, ſo thar my F Edaiggtian Was 


Carried 


and Death of John E, of Rockeſter. 


carried on in all things ſurably 
to his Quality. 

When he was at School; he 
was an £xtraordinary Proficient 
at his Book : and thoſe ſhining 
Parts which have ſince appear- 


cd with ſo much luſtre, began 


then to ſhew themſelves : He 
acquired the Latin to ſuch per- 
tection, that to his dying-day 
he retained a great rc[liſh of the 
Fineneſs and Beaury of that 


Tongue,and was cxactly verſed 


in the incomparable Authors 
that writ abour Azguſizs's time, 
whom he read ofeen with that 


"peculiar ' delight which the 
greate(t Wits have ever found 
'1n thoſe Studics. 


When he went to the Uni- 


verſity, the general Joy which 
over-ran the whole Nation up- 


on his Majeſties Reſtauration, 
B 2 bre 


4 


Some Paſſages of the Life 
_ but was not regulated with 
that Sobricty and Temperance, 
that became a ſerious gratitude 
to God for ſo great a Blcſſing 
produced ſome of its 11 Effect: 
on him: He began to love theſe. 
diſorders too much : His:'Tutor 
was that Eminent and Pious 
Divine Dr. Blanford, afterwards 
promoted to the Sees of Oxford 
and Worceſter : And under his 
Inſpection, he was committed 
to the more immediate Care of 
Mr. Phineas Berry, a Fellow 
of Wadham College, a very 
learned and.good naturd Man ; 
whom he afterwards ever. uſed 
with much reſpe&t, and- re- 
warded him as became a great 
Man. But the Humour of that 
Timewrought ſomuch on him, 
that he broke off the Courſe of 
his Studics; to which no Means 
could 


3 


and Death of John E, of Rocheſter. 


could ever effectually recall 
him; till when he was in I[taly 
his Governour Dr. Balfour, a 
learned and worthy Man, now 
a Celebrated Phyſician in Scot- 
land,his Native Country ; drew 
him to read ſuch Books,as were 
moſt likely ro bring him back 
to loye Learning and Study 

and he often :chnowladyell« oO 
me, in particular three days be- 
fore his Death, how much he 
was obliged to love and ho- 
nour this his Governour, to 
-whom he thought he owed 
more than to all the World, 
next after his Parents, for his 
great Fidelity and Care of him, 
while he was under his Truſt. 


But no part of it affe&ted him 


more ſenſibly, than that he en- 


gagcd him by many Tricks (fo 


he expreſſed it) to delight in 


Þ 3 


| Books 


bs 


— Some Paſſages of the Life 
Backs and Reading ; So gha 

ever after he took occaſion in 
the Intervals of thoſe woful 
Extravagancies, that conſumed 
moſt of his time,to read much: 
 Andthoughthe time was gene- 


rally but 1ndifterently employ- 
ed, for the choice of the Sub- 


jects of his Studies was not al- | 


ways good, yet the habitual 
Love of Knowicdge, together 
with theſe Fits.of Study, had 
much awaken'd his 4! oo? fp 
ding, -and prepared him for 
.better things, when his Mind 
- ſhould be fo far changed as to 
relliſh them. | 
He catac from his Travels in 
the 18* Year of his Age, and 
appeard at Court with as great 
Advantages as moſt ever had. 
He was a graceful and well- 
ſhaped Perſon, tall, and well- 
Made, 


and Death of John E; of 


made; if not a little roo > flchdet2 
Hewas exactly well bred; and 
what' by a' modeſt Behaviour 
natural to him, what by a Civ1- 
lity become almoſt as natural, 


his Converſation was cafe and | 


obliging. He had'a ſtrange Vi- 
vacity of Thought,and Vigour 


. of Expreſſion : His Wit had a 


Sabtlevy -and Sublimuty - both, 
that were ſcarce imitable. His 
Style was clear and ſtrong: 
When he uſed Figures they were 
very hvely, and yet far enough 


out of the common'Road :: He 


had made himſelf Maſter of the 
Ancient and Modern Wit;and 
of © the Modern: French ' and 
Italian, as well as the "Engliſh. 
He loved to ralk/and/write of 
Speculative Matters, and did it 
with ſo fine a Thread.that even 
thoſe who hated the Subjects 
B 4. that 


' Home Paltages of the Life. 
Py his Fancy: ran upon,;.yct 
could not be charmed with 


his way of treating of them. 


Boileau among the French, and 


Cowleyamong the Engliſh Wits, 


were thoſe he admired \moſt. 
Sometimes other mensthoughts 
mixed with his Compaſures; 


 þut that flowed rather from the 


Impreſſions they made on him 
when he read them, by which 
they came to return -upon'him 
as his own:thoughts ; than that 
he ſervilely copied from any. 
For few. menever had'a bolder 
flight of Fancy, more ſteddily 
governed-by Judgment than he 
had. No wondera young man 
ſo made, and ſo improycd, was 
'yery acceptable in a Court. 


Soonafter hiscoming thither 


he laid hold on the firſt occaſion 
that offered to ſhew his read 
NCEIS 


and Death of John E. of R ocheſter. 


thefs to hazard this Life in the 


Defence and Service of his 


ICountry. In Winter 1664s. he 


went with the Earl of Sandwich 


to Sea, when he: was ſent to 


lie for the Putch Eaft-India 
Fleet ; and was in the Revenge, 
Commanded by Sir 7homas 
Tiddiman, when the Attack 
was made on the Pore of Bergen 
in Norway, the Dutch Ships ha- 
ving got into that Port. It 
was as deſperate an Attempt as 
eyer was. made: During the 
whole Action, the Earl of Ro- 
cheſter ſhewed as brave and as 
reſolute a Courage as was poſlt- 
ble : A Perſon of Honour told 
me he heard the Lord Clifford, 


1 who was in the ſameShip, often 


magnifhe his Courage at that 
time very highly. Nor did 
the Rigours of the _— ug 

: | '-DAIraU- 


To 


_ communicating his Deſign tg 


Soine Paſſages. of the-Lffe © - | a 
hardneſs of the Voyage, and 
the extream danger he had beegÞ11 
in, deter him from running the” 
like on the very next OccafionÞl 
For the Summer following he" 
went to Sea again; withoutÞ! 
his neareſt Relations. : He wenlff 


aboard the Ship Commandedſs' 
by Sir Edward Spragge, the Dayſ © 
before the great Sca-fight off® 


that Year : Almoſt all- che Vo": 


lunteers that were in the ſamd{! 
Shipwere killed. Mr. Middleton! 
(Brother coSir Hugh Middleton) 
was ſhot in his Arms. Duringh' 
the Action, Sir Edward Spraggeſs' 
not being ſatisfied with the Be-f} 
haviour of one of the Captains, 


- .could not caſily find a. Perſonf!! 
that would. chearfully: venture! 


through ſo much Danger, to? 


Farr} his Commands to, that}? 


Captain, 


[| and Deathof John E, of Rocheſter. 


ACaptain. This Lord offered 
Ahimſclt to the Service ; and 
went 1n a little Boat, through 
1$all che Shot, and delivered his 
\AMcſlage, and returned back to 
Sir Edward : which was much 
alcommended by all that ſaw t. 
He thought it neceſlary to be- 
Algin his Life with theſe Demon- 
yiltrations of his Courage 1in an 
MElement and way of Fighting; 
which is acknowledged: to be 
althe greateſt Trial of clear and 
aJundaunted Valour. 

JF He had ſocntircly laid down 
the Intemperance that was 
algrowing on him - before his 
Travels, that at his Return he 
. thaced nothing more. But fal- 
ling into Company that loved 
eIthcſe Exceſſes, he was, though 
Jnot without difficulcy, and by 
ef many Steps, brought back to it 
. ASA 


Some Paſſages of the Life  Þ 
again. And the natural heaffo 
of his Fancy,being inflamed bye 
Wine, made him fo extravap IC. 
gantly pleaſant,that many to bÞN 
more diverted by that hamor » 
ſtudied to engage him deepalf 
and deeper in Intemperance! I 
which at length did ſo entirely F 
ſubdue Frog that, as he toldT 
me, for five years rogether- In S 
was continually drunk ; not : 
the while under the viſible of F 
fe&t of it, but his Blood was (0 " 
inflamed, that he was not iP 
all that time cool cnough to be th 
perfectly Maſter of himſelf 
This 'led him to fay and dd®1 
many wild and unaccountabldtt 
things: By this, he ſaid, he hadjt! 
broke the firm - Conſtitution: 
of his Health, that ſeemed ſd 
ſtrong, that nothing was tod 
hard forit; and he had eds 


10 much in his Reputation, that 
whe almoſt deſpaired to recover 
aÞc- There were two Principles 
Xin his natural Temper, that be- 
rbng heighten'd by that heat, car- 
aricd him to great exceſſes: a vi- 
-Jolent loye of Pleaſure,and a dif- 


[poſition to extravagant Mirth. 


JJThe one mvolved him 1n great 
,IScnſuality ; the other led him to 
[lmany odd Adventures and 
fIFrollicks, in which he was ofr 
alin hazard of his Life. The one 
;Mbcing the ſame irregular Appe- 
,dtice in his Mind, that the other 
[Awas in his Body, which made 
Shim think nothing diverting 
[dthat was not extravagant. And 
dthough 1n cold Blood he was 
na gcherous and good natured 
Man, yet he would go far in 


Aathis Heats, after any thing that 


Amight turn to a Jeſt, or Matter 


* 
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Some Paſſages of the Life | 1 
of Diverſion : He ſaid to 
He never improved his Interd 
at Court, to do a vremiedira 
Miſchief to other Perſons. Yi h 
he laid out his Wit very freelÞ" 
in Libels and Satyrs, in' whief UC 
he had a peculiar Talent of mis 
ing his Wit with his Malich 
—_ ficting' both with ſuch'apÞ« 
Words,that Men were ranpee c 
to be pleaſed with them : fro 
thence his Compofures came tÞ' 
be cafily known, for few ha@$: 
:ſucha'way of tempering theſÞl 
rogether,' as he had : So chaÞ 
when any: thing extraordinarc 
that way came out, as a Chili Xc 
15 fathered ſometimes by it : 
Reſetnblance, ſo was it laid 4 
his Door as 1ts Parent and Auf 
thor: | 3 1 Sh 

Theſe Exerciſes i in the courſÞ!' 
of his Life were! not! alwayſ<\ 
z —_ co 
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paually pleaſant 'to him ; he 
nad-often ſad:Interyals, and ſc- 
ere Reflections on theend and 


7Shough: then; he had [nor theſe 
-jÞwakened 1n: him | from any 


accp Pyinciple of Religion, yet 
She Horrour that Nature raiſed 
©n him, eſpecially in ſome' Sick- 
ppefles,, made him too cafie to 
C eceive ſome* ill Principles, 
hich others endeavoured to 
4 poſſeſs him wath z ſo: that he 
&ras. too ſoon brought to ſect 
(unſclt to ſecure, and fortifie 
14Þis Mind againſt thar, by diſ- 
SÞollclling it - all he could of the 
{Þclicf or apprehenſions of Re- 
M1g10n. The Licentiouſneſs of 
Mis Temper, with the Briskneſs 
Þf his Wit,diſpoſed him to love 
he Converſation of thoſe who 
Wivided their: Time between. 
Icwd Actions and arregular 
I Mirth. 
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Mirth. And. ſo he came 
bend his Wit, and dire& hf : 
Studies and Endeayourst ro ſup | 
_ port. and. ſtrengthen! theſe 1} * 
Principles both in himſelt ang 
others. 
- Anaccident fell out afcerthi 
which confirmed him more iff 1 
theſe Courſes : 'When he weil £ 
to Sea in the Year 1665, therſ | 
happened to be in the ſan | 
Ship with him Mr. Mountagu « 
and another Gentleman @ 2 
Quality, theſe two, the forme £ 
eſpecially, ſeemed perſwadef ( 
I 

I 

/ 

{ 

t 

[ 

c 


that chey ſhould never retun 
into England. Mr. Mountaga 
ſaid, He was ſure of 1t :-th 
other was not ſo poſitive, Th 
Earl of Rocheſter, and the la 
of theſe, entred into 'a form! 
Engagement, not without Ce 
remomies of Religion, _ 

cith 
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either of them diced, he ſhould 
g appear and g1ve the other no- 


18 was any. Bur Mr. Montague 
n4-would not enter into the Bond. 

When the Day came that they 
thought to have taken the 
18 Putch-Flect in the Port of Ber- 
0 ger, Mr. Montague though 
he had ſuch a ſtrong Preſage in 
8 his Mind of his approaching 
q death, yet he generouſly ſtaid 
f all che while in the place of 
4 grearcſt danger : The other 
e&& Gentleman ſignalized his Cou- 
f rage in a moſt undaunted man- 
ner, till near the end of the 
bf Action; when he fell on a 
Hl ſudden into ſuch a trembling 


14 Mr. Montague going to him 
4 co hold him up, as they were 
J in cach others Arms, a Can- 
C non 


tice of the future State, if there 


| that he could ſcarce ſtand : and 
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non Ball. killed him outright, 
and carricd away Mr. Moun- 
tague's Belly , ſo that he died 
within an hour after. T he 
Farl of Rocheſter told me that 
theſe Preſages they had in their 
minds made ſome impreſſion 
onhim, that there were ſepa- 
rated Beings : and that the Soul 
either by a \ natural ſagaCity, Or 
ſome ſccret Notice communi- 
cated to it, had a fort of Divi- 
nation : But that Gentlemans 
never appearing was a great 
fnare to him, during the reſt 
of his life. Thoug h when he 
to'd me this he cGuld not but 
acknowldge, it was an unrea- 
ſonablc thing for him, to think, 
that Beings IN another State 
were not under ſuch Laws and 
_ Linnts, that thcy could not 
command their own motions, 


but 
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tay 1 
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but as the Supream Power 


ſhould order them : and that 


one who had fo corrupted the 
Natural Principles of Truth, as 
he had, had no reaſon to expect 
that ſuch an extraordinary 
thing ſhould be done for his 


Conviction. 


He told me of another odd 
Preſage that one had of his ap- 
proaching Death in the Lady 
Warre, lis Mother in Laws 
houſe : The Chaplain had 
dream't that ſuch a Day he 
ſhould die, but being by all the 
Family pur out of the belicf of 
it, he had almoſt forgo it : till 
the Evening before at Supper, 
there being thirteen at Table ; 
accorting to. a fond conceit 
that, one of theſes muſt ſoon 
die, One of the young Ladies 
pointed to him, that he was to 
<, C2 _ dis 


0-S* , 
*f 
-. 
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dic. He remembring his Dream 


fell into ſome diſorder, and the 


Lady Warre reproving him for 
his Superſtition, he ſaid, He was 
confident he was to dic before 


' Morning, but he being in per- 


fe& health, it was not much 
minded. It was Saturday- 


Night, and he was to Preach 
next day. He went to his 


Chamber and fate up late, as 
appeared by the burning of his 


Candle, and. he had been pre- 


paring his Notes for his Ser- 
mon, but was found dead in his 
Bed the next Morning : Theſe 
things he ſaid made him in- 
clined to believe, the Soul was 
a ſubſtance diſtmEt from mat- 
ter: and this often returned in- 
to his thoughts. But that which 


perfected his perſwaſion,abouc 


It, Was, that in the ' Sickneſs 


which © 
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which brought him ſo near 
death before T6 knew him, 
when his Spirits were fo low 
and ſpent, that he could not 
move nor ſtir, and he did not 
think to hve an hour; Heſaid 
His Reaſon and Judgment were 
ſo clear and firong, that from 
thence he was fully perſwaded 
that Death was not the ſpend- 
ing or diſſolution of the Soul ; 


but only the ſeparation of 1 ir 


from matter. He had in that 
Sickneſs great Remorſes for his 
paſt Life, but he afterwards 
told me, they were rather ge- 
heral and dark Horrors, than 
any Convictions of ſinning 
againſt God. He was ſorry 
he had lived ſo as to waſt his 
ſtrength ſo ſoon, or that he had 


| | brought ſuch an ill name upon 


NOT, and had an Agony in 


& 1 his 


'LY 
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his Mind about it, which he 
knew not well how to expres : 
Bur at ſuch times, though he 
complied with his Friends 1n 
ſuffering Divines to be ſent for, 
he ſaid, He had no great mind 
-toit: and that it was but a piece 
of his breeding, to defire them 
to pray by him, in which he 
Jjoyncd lutle himſelf. 

As to the Supream Being, he 
had always ſome Impreſlion of 


one :. and profeſſed often to. 
me, That he had never known} 


an entire Atheiſt, who fully be- 
. heved there was no God. Yet 
when he explained his Notion 
of this Being, it amounted -to 
no more. than a vaſt Power., 
_ that had none of the Attributes 
of Goodneſs or Juſtice, we 
aſcribe to. the Deity ; Theſe 
- -Yere his thoughts about Rel 
| gjon 
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gion, as Inmſelt told me. For 


Morality , he freely own*d to 
me, that though he talked of 


1t, as a fine ching, yet this was 


only becauſe he thought it a 
decent way of ſpeaking and 
that as they went wars In. 
Cloaths, though in their Frol- 
licks they would have choſen 
ſometimes to have gone naked, 
if they had not feared the peo- 
ple : So though-ſome of them 


found it neceſſary for humane 
| life to talk of Morality, yet he 


confeſſed they cared not forit, 
further than the- reputation of 
it was neceflary for their credit, 
and affairs : of which he gave 
me many Inſtances, as their 
profctiing and ſwearing Friend- 
ſhip, where they hated mortcal- 
ly ; their Oaths and Imprecati- 
ons 1n their Addreſſes to Wo: 
GC 4 men, 
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men which they intended  ne- qu 
ver to make good ; the pleaſure ÞPr 
they took in defaming 1 innocent þ 
Perſons, and ſpreading falſe gc 
Reports of ſome, perhaps info 
Revenge, becauſe they could ſpl 
not engage them to comply fol 
' with their 11] deſigns: The tc 
_ delight they had in making peo- Jth 
ple quarrel ; their unjuſt uſage Ib! 
ofrtcteCredirors, and putting Þ[Þ' 
them oft by any deceitful pro- IC 
. miſe they could invent, thattt 
might deliver them from pre-Pn 
ſent Importunity. _ So that 1n 
. ®deteſtation of theſe Courſes he 
would often 'break forth into 
ſuch hard Expreſhions concern- 
ing himſelfas would be indecnt 

. for another to repeat, 
Such had been his Principles 
and Practices in a Courſe of 
many Years, which had almoſt 


quitg. 
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quite .cxtinguiſh't the natural 
ropenſitics in him to Juſtice 
and Vertue : He would often 
70 into the Country , and be 
for ſome months wholly 1m- 
ployed 1n Study, or the Sallics 
- his Wit: Which he came 
to direct chiefly to Satyre. And 
this he often defended: to me ; 

by ſaying there were ſome peo- 
ple that could not be kept in 
Order, or admoniſhed but in 
this way. I replyed, That it 
might be granted that a grave 


no —_ 4 ww 429 3 C40 *% mew d C0 > 00 1 


no 1mprofitable way of Re- 
proof. - Yet they who uſed '1t 
only out of ſpite, and mixed 
Lyes with Truth, ſparing ne- 
thing that might adorn their 
Poems, or gratific their Re- 


.. 2, 8; ok, ww CH 


way of Reproach, by which 
- the 


c 
: 


way of Saryre was ſometimes _ 


venge, could not excuſe that: 
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the Innocent often ſuffer : ſincÞni 
the moſt malicious. things, iffſhc 
wittily expreſled., mighe ſticks 
co and blemiſh the beſt men it Ph 
the World, and the Malice ofthe: 
a Libel could hardly conſififfac 
. with the Charity of an AdmoÞpl 
nition. To this he anſweredſc 
A man could not write wit! ; 
life, unleſs he were heated by 
Revenge : for to make a Satyre 7 
without Reſentments, upon tha: 
cold Notions of Philoſophy, Was , 
as1f a manwould in cold blood, 
cut mens throats who had ne-þn 
ver offended him : And he ſaid, 
The Lyes in theſe Libels cam! 
often in as Ornaments tha 
could not be ſpared withoutfly' 
ſpoiling the Beauty of the I 
Poem. 

For his other Studies, they - 
Were "divided between the Co- 

mical 
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ical and witty Writings of 
hc Ancients and Moderns, the 
clRoman Authors, and Books of 
ifhyſick : which the il] ſtate of 
olcalth he was fallen into, made 
Kore neccſlary to himſclt : and 
oÞhich qualifi'd him for an odd 
dKdvcncure, which I ſhall bur 
uſt mention. Being under an 
unlucky Accident , which ob- 
Aliged him to keep out of the 
<ay ; He diſguiſed himſelf,. ſo 
? 


hat his nearcſt Friends could 
not have known him, and ſetup 
-n 7ower-ſtreet for an Italian 
| EMountebank, where he practiſed 
eCPhyſick for ſome Weeks not 
thwithout ſucceſs. In his - lattey 
thycars he read Books of Hiſtory: 
Amore. He took pleaſure to di(- 
guiſe himſelf, as a Porter, or as 
Ia Beggar ; ſametimes to follow 
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ſome mean Amours, which, foew 
che variety of them, he affectedhon 
At other times, meerly for difoc 
verſion, he would g0 about mot 
odd ſhapes, in which he acte oh 
his part fo naturally: that eval E; 
thoſe who were on the ſecretſhe: 
and faw him in theſe ſhapel & 
could perceive nothing by « 
which he night be diſcoveſn 
red. - c 
I hare now made- the Deſc 
ſcription of his former Liftegct 
and Principles, as fully as IÞu 
thought neceſlary , to anſ{werÞpc 
my End in Writing : And'yetfe 
with thoſe reſerves that I hopeps 
I have given no juſt cauſe offr 
offence to any. 1 have ſaidpc 
nothing but what I had fro 
his own mouth; and havepy 
avoided the mentioning of the 
more particular Paſlages of his 


life, 


s 1 
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b of which he told me nor a 

w.: But {ince others were 
d Wrnced in them, whoſe 
i&ood only I deſign, I will ſay 
mothing that may either pro- 
2 oke or blemiſh them. Ir 15s 
mhcir Reformation , and not 
their Diſgrace, I deſire : This 
&nder conſideration of others 


Was made me ſuppreſs many 


&markable and uſctul things 
e told me: But finding thar 

| Ex I ſhould name none; 
efcr I muſt ar leaſt relate ſuch 
arcumſtances, as would give 
rÞo_ great Occaſion for the 
*ffeader to. conjecture concern- 
eg the Perſons intended right 
ofþr wrong, either of which 
dycre inconvenient enough, I 


fave choſen to paſs them quite 


ever. But I hope thoſe thar 
eInow how much they were 


wh 


5 IS engaged 
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— with him in his &c: 
Courſes, will be ſomewhn« 
rouched with this tenderneſyv: 
expreſs towards them : and i 
thereby the rather induced t D 
reflect on their Ways and |: 
conſider without prejudice ( | l 
paſſion what ſence this Nob 
Lood had of their caſe, when io! 
came at laſt ſeriouſly to refleeo 
upon his own. Fc 
I now turn to thoſe parts Q#a 
this Narrative , wherein I m 

ſelf bore ſome ſhare, and whidlw 
I am to dcliver upon the olffh 
ſeryations I made, after a Jonſit 
and free Converſation witit 
him for ſome months. I wid: 
notlong in his Company, wha1 
he told me, he ſhould treJn: 
me with more freedom thay" 
he had ever uſed to Men of mfjD 
Profeflion. He would corffal 
«| 
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&cal none of his Principles from 
kSne, bur lay his thoughts open 
Mwichout any Diſguiſe ; nor 
ould he do it to maintain 
Webace, or ſhew his Wir, bur 
plainly tell me what ſtuck with 


the was not ſo engaged to his 
Mold Maxims, as to reſolve not 
Fo change, but that if he could 
Jbc convincd, he would chooſe 
rather to be of another mind : 
mHe ſaid, He would impartaally 
aweigh what I ſhould lay before 
Whim, and tell me freely when 
fit did convince, and when ir 
fit did not. He expreſſed this 
Jdiſpoſition of mind to me.in a 
amanner ſo frank, that I could 
not but beheve im, and be 
MAmuch taken with his way of 
Diſcourſe : So we entred into' 
mAalmoſt all the parts of ——_ 
» © an 


@1m; and proteſted to me, Thar © 


Z3k 
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and Revealed Religion, and 0 
Morality. He ſeemed pleaſed 
and ina great meaſure ſatisfiec 
with what I ſaid upon many c 
theſe Heads : And though out 
freeſt converſation was whet 
we were alone, yet upon ſeve 
ral Occaſions, other Perſon 
were Witneſfles to it. I under 
ſtood from many hands that my 
Company was not diſtaſteful 
to him, and that the Subje 
about which we talked mo 
were not unacceptable : and ht 
expreſſed himſelf often, nor ill 
pleaſed with many things I ſaid} - 
to him, and particularly when I} | 
vitited him 1n his laſt Sickneſs; ' 
ſo that I hope 1t may not be al-l. 
together unprofitable to pub-Þ 
liſh the ſubſtance of thoſe mar-Þ_ 
ters about which We argued of 
_ with our reaſoning upon 

them : 
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them: And perhaps what had 
ſome effects on him, may be 
edf| not altogether ineffectual upon 
off others. I followed him with 
uf ſuch Arguments as I ſaw were 
«jj moſt likely ro prevail with him: 
7 and my not urging other Rea- 
nf ſons proceeded not from any 
4 diſtruſt I had of their force, but 
we from the negcfhty of aſl Ng 
ull thoſe . that were moſt proper 
Ml for him. He was then in a low 
ſtate of health, and ſecmed to 
be ſlowly recovering of a great 
Diſeaſe : He was in the Milk- 
Diet, and apt to fall into Heetr 
cal-Fits ; any accident .weak- 
enced him; ſo that he thoughc 
-j he could not live long ; And 
-j when he went from London, 

I he ſaid he believed he ſhould 
never come to Town more. 


) 
18 Yet during his being 1n _ 
- c 


43 


34 - Some Paſſages of the Life 


he was ſo well , that he went 


often abroad , and had great 


Vivacity of Spirit. So that hel 


was under no ſuch decay, as 
either darkened or weakened 
his Underſtanding ; nor was 
he any way troubled with the 
Spleen, or Vapours, or under 


the power of Mclancholly.| 


What he was"then, compared 
to what he had been formerly, 
I could not fo well judge, who 
had ſeen him but twice before. 
Others have told me they per- 


ceived no difference in his parts, 


This I mention more particu- 
larly, that it may not - be 
thought that Mclancholly, or 
the want of Spirits, made him 
more inclined to receive any 
Impreſſions : for indeed I ne- 


ver diſcoyercd any ſuch thing 


IN him. 
Having 
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' Having thus opened the way 
to the Heads of our diſcourſe, I 


| ſhall next mention them. The 


Three chief things We talked 
abour, were Morality, Natural 
Religjionand Revealed Religion, 
Chriſtianity 1n particular. For 
Morality, he contcited, he ſaw 
the neceſſity of 1t, both for the 
Government of the World, 
and for 'the prefervation of 
Health, Life and Friendſhip : 
and was very much aſhamed 
of lis former Practices, rath-r 
becauſe he had made himſclf 
a Beaft, and had bronght' pain 
and ficknefs on his Body, and 
had ſuffered much 1n his Re- 
prtation, than from any deep 


fenfe'of x Supream Being, or 


anorher State: Bat fo, far this 
went with him, that he reſolved 
firmly to change the Courſe of 

D 2 his 


d; by 


o aye? 


ſhould cffet by- the Nudy of 
Philoſophy, and had nota few no 
leſs ſolid than plegſ 
concerning the folly and mad- 
neſs of Vice: but he confeſſed 
he had no remorſe for his paſt 
Actions , as Offences againſt 
God, but only as Injurics to 
himſelf and to Mankind. 

Upon this Subject I thewed 


jam! the Defects of Philoſophy, 


for reforming the World : that 
it was a matter of Speculation, 
which but few either had. the 
leiſure, or the. capacity to. en- 
quire into. Bur the Principle 
that muſt reform Mankind; 
muſt be obvious to every Mans 


Underſtanding. That-Phileoſo- 


_ phy in matters of Morality, be- 


yond the great lines of . our 


Duty, had no very certain fixed. 


Rule, 
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his Life; which he: choaghr he 


ant Norions | 


235d oect el** als ts. HS E380 


andDeath of John E, of Rocheſter. 


Rule, but in the leſſer-Offices 
and Inſtances. of our Duty 


| went much by the Fancies of 


Men and Cuſtoms of Nations; 


and conſequently could nor 


have Authority enough to bear 
down the Propenſities of Na- 
ture, Appetite or Paſſion : For 
which I inſtanced in theſe two 
Points; The One was, About 
that Maxim of the Stoicks, to 
cxtirpate all ſort of Paſſion and 
concern for any thing. Thar, 
take it by one hand, ſeemed 
defireable, becauſe if it could be 
accompliſhed,it would make all 


37 


the accidents of Life cafie ; but 


I think it cannot becauſe Na- 
tare after all our ſtriving a- 
gainſt it,will till return co ic ſelf: 
Yer on the other hand it diſfſo]- 
ved the Bonds of Nature and 
Friendſhip, and ſlackened In- 

W 3 duſtry 
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drains; which will move but 
dully, withoutan inward heat ; 
And '* it delivered a man from 
many Troubles,it deprived him 
of the chict Pleaſures of Lifc, 

which. riſe. from Friendſhip, 
The. other was concerning the 
reſtraint of Pleaſure, how far 
that was to go. Upon this he 
told me the two Maxims of his 
Morality then were, that he 
ſhould _ nothing to the hurt 
of any other , or that might 
prejudice his own health : And 
he thought that all Pleaſure, 
when 1t did not interfere with 
theſe, was to be indulged as the 
gratification of our natural 
Appetites. It ſeemed unreaſon- 
able to imagine theſe were put 
into-a man only to be reſtrain- 
£d, or curbed to ſuch a narrow- 

neſs : This he applicd to the 
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free uſe of Wine and Wo- 


men. 

To this I anſwered, That if 
Appetites being Natural, was 
an Argument "for the indul- 
ging them, then the revenge- 


ful might as well alledge it for 
Murder, and the Covyctous for 


Stealing ; whoſe Apperites are 
no leſs keen on thoſe Objects ; 
and yet It 15 icknowleded that 
theſe Appetites ought to be 
curb'd. If the difference IS 
urged from the Injury that 
another Perſon receives,the In- 
Jury 1s as great, 1f a Mans Wife 
1s defiled, or his Daughter cor- 
rupted : and it is impoſlible for 
a man to let his Appetites looſe 
to Vagrant Luſlts, and not to 
tranſgreſs in theſe particulars : 
So there was no curing the 
Diſorders that muſt riſe from 
-: D 4 thence, 


- 


thence, but by regulating theſcſ}ve 
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Appetites : And why ſhould we 
not as-well think that God in- 
tended our bruitihh and ſenſual 
Appetites ſhould be governed 
by our Reaſon,as that the ficrce-ſn 
neſs of Beaſts ſhould be manag:ÞIr 
cdand tamed, by the Wiſdom, ſur 
4nd for the uſe of Man ? So that}d 
it 1s no real abſurdity to grant}n 
that Appetites were put into} re 
Mecn, on purpoſe to excerciſe] it 
their Reaſon 1m the ReftraintÞh 
and Government of them ll 
which to be able to do, mini-£ v 
ſters a higher and more laſting s 
pleaſure to a Man, than toſ v 
ove them their full ſcope and h 
range. Andif other Rules offf tt 
Philoſophy be obſerved, ſuch asf] t1 
theavoiding thoſe Objects that 


y 
ftix Paſſion; Nothing raiſcs] d 
' higher Paſſions than ungo-ſ] 


yern'd 
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Clvern'd Luſt, nothing darkens 
eIthe Underſtanding, and depreſ- 
1-fiſcs a mans mind - more, -nor 1s 
ilJany thing managed with more 
d[frequent Returns of other Im- 


D_ 


| of 
) 
], 


— yn ww 
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moralities, ſuch as Oaths and 
Imprecations which are only 
intended to compaſs what 1s 


deſired : The expence that 1s 


neceflary to maintain theſe Ir- 
regularities makes a man falſe 
in his other dealings. All this 
he freely confeſſed was true : 
Upon which I urged, that if 1t 
was reaſonable for a man to re- 
eulate his Appetite 1n things 
which he knew were hurtful to 
him ; was 1t not as reaſonable 


for God to preſcribe a Regula-' 


ting of thoſe Appetites, whoſe 
unreſtrained Courſe did pro- 
duce ſuch miſchievous cftects ? 


/That it could not be denicd, 


but 


4> 
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but doing to- others what wal 


would have others do unto uf? 
was a juſt Rule : Thoſe map" 


then that knew how extreanſ#®* 
ſenlible-they themſclves woul pl 
be of the diſhonour of theaf® 
Families in the caſe of then 1 
w ives or Daughters, mulff® 
needs condemn themſelves, folf* 
doing that which they coulF*® 
not bear from another : And 4 
the peace of Mankind, and thi al 
entire ſatisfaction of our whol* 
life, ought to be one of thi 
chief Meaſures of our Actions! 
then let all the World judge 


-whether a man that confines ig? 


Appetite, and lives contented at ; 
home,is not much happier, thanfſ 


thoſe that let their Deſires rudſſ! 


after forbidden Objects. The | 
thing being granted to be bet- 
ter 1m at ſelf, than the SY ] 
fall}: 
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als between the reſtraint of 
KWopctite In ſome Inſtances, 
«nd the freedom of a mans 
\Fhoughts, the ſoundneſs of his 
\SHcalch, his application to Af- 
Fairs, with the ealineſs of his 
whole lite. Whether the one 
is not to be done before the 
Mother * As to the difhculty of 
{Wuch a reſtrain, though 1t 15 nor 
Fcafic to be done, when a man 
allows him(clt many hberties, in 
which it 1s not poſhbleto ſtop; 
1 ccthoſe who avoid the Occa- 
«£{10ns that may kindle theſe 1m- 
pure Flames, and keep them- 
fclves well employcd, find the 
MY ictory and Donumon over 
them no ſuch 1impoſhble, or 
bard matter , as may feem at 
firſt view. -So that though the 
Philoſophy and Morality of this 
Point were plain, yet there 1s 
) þ = not 
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not ſtrength - enough in th 
Principle to ſubdue Nature,ani 
Apperite. Upon this I urged, thi 
Morality could not be a tron 
thing, unleſs a man were dete 


mined by a Law within hinaſcl(f 
for if he only meaſured himſdffi.. 
by decency, or the Laws of thi 
Land, chis would teach hin o 
only to uſe ſuch caution in hi 1 
il] Practices, that they ſhoul. 
not break out too viſibly : buſ.; 
would never carry him to alt; 
inward and univerſal probit: 
That Vertue was of ſo compli , 
cated a Nature , that unleſs 
man came entirely within 1. 
diſcipline, he could not adhergf., 
Redfaſtly to any one Precept: 
for Vices are often made neÞÞ, 
ceſlary ſupports to one not | 
That this cannot be done, et 
ther ſteddily or with any faciÞ 
faction; 
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S$i&tion, unleſs. the Mind does 
nwardly comply with, and de- 
"Fight in the Dictates of Vertue: 
Wind that could not be cftected, 
Wxcept a mans Nature were 1n- 
"Scrnally regenerated, andchang- 
'$d by a higher Principle: Till 
What came about, corrupt Na- 
Surc would be ſtrong, and Phr- 
Woſophy but feeble : eſpecially 
Swhcn 1c {trugled with ſuch Ap- 
Wcctites or Paſſions as were much 
Windled , or deeply rooted in 
Whc Conſtitution of ones Body. 
'SThis, he ſaid, founded to him 
Wike Enthuſiaſme, or Canting': 
Mc had nonoton of 1t, and fo 
Fcould not underitand it : He 

omprehended the Dictates of 
BReaſon and Philoſophy, in which 
"Fs the Mind became much con- 
*Fvcrſant, there would ſoon fol- 
ow as he belicyed , a greater 
i | calineſs 


cafincks, in A itsPrecept 
I told him on the other hard 
thatall his Speculations of Phi 
loſopbhy would not ſerve him i 
any ſtead to the eeforning 4 
red Nature and Life; till he: 
plied himſelfto God fori1 : wal 
aſhſtances. It was KF en ha 
the . Impreſſions made-- 
Reaſon governed him, as _ 
were lively preſented ts hin 
bu theſe are ſo apt co flip oul 
of our Memory, and we ſo ap 
to turn our- thoughts fro | 
them, and at ſome times thi; 
contrary Impreſſions arc k 
ſtrong, that let a man' ſet upY 
reaſoning in his Mind againlff. 
them, he finds that celebrarl M-. 
HY of the Poet: 7 II 
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Fideo meliora probog; deteriora 


J ſequor. 


p ſee what is better and approve 
it : but follow what is worſe. 


| 7 0 be all that Philoſophy will 
Thmount to. Whereas thoſe 
Fwho upon ſuch Occaſions ap- 
'Sply themſelves to God, by car- 
; neſt Prayer, feel a diſcng gagc- 
ment from ſuch Impreſſions, 
nd themſclves endued with a 
Fpower to rcliſt them ;+ ſo that 
hoſe bonds which formerly 
Mhcld them fall off. 
This, he faid muſt be the 
cfte&t of a heat un Nature ; 
"Þt was only the ſtrong diverſion 
| ff the thoughts, thar gave the 
Akeming Victory, and he did 
Wot doubt bur ut one could turn 
| | ro 
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to a Problem 1n Euclid, or t 
Write a Copy of Verſes , 
would have the fame effect. T, 


| 
this I anſwered, that if ſud 
| 
| 
| 


Mecrhods did only divert th 
thoughts, there might be ſom 
force in what he ſaid: bur! 
they not only drove out ſuc 
Inclinations, but begar Impre 
fhons contrary to. them, an 
brought men into anew diſpo 
ſition and habit of mind ; the 
he muſt confeſs there wa 
ſomewhat more than a diver 
ſ10n, in theſe changesy, which 
were brought on our » Min 
by true Devotion. I addel 
that Reaſon and Expericnct 
were the things that determt 
ned: our perſwaſions: that Ex 
perience without Reaſon ma) 
be thought the deluſion of ou 
FURRY; ſo Reaſon without Ex 

; perienct 
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perience had not fo convincing 
an Opcration: Bur theſe rwo 
mecting together, mult needs 
givea man all the ſatisfaction 
he can defire. He could not 
ſay, It was unrcaſonable to be- 
licve that the Supream Being 
might make ſome thoughts ſtir 
in our Minds with more or leis 
force, as it pleaſed : Eſpecially 
the force of theſe motions, bez 
ing, for moſt parc, a@cording 
to the Impreſſion that was 
made on our Brains: Which 
that Power that dire&ted the 
whole frame of Nature, could 
make grow dceper as 1t plcaſcd : 
It was alſo reaſonable to ſup- 
poſe God a Being of ſuch good- 
neſs that hc would give his 
aſſiſtance to ſuch as defired it : 
For though he might upon 
fome greater Occaſions 1n_ an 
'* & 
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extraordinary manner turn 
ſome peoples minds ; Yet fince 
he had endued Man with a 
faculty of Reaſon, it 1s fit that 
Men ſhould employ thart, as far 
as they could ; and beg his 
aſhſtance: which certainly they 
_ can do. All this ſeemed rea- 
ſonable, and at leaſt probable : 
Now good men who felt upon 
their frequent Applications to 
Godin Prayer, a freedom from 
thoſe il] Impreſſions, that for- 
merly ſubdued them,an inward 
love to Vertue and true Good- 
neſs, ancaſineſs and delight in 
all the parts of Holineſs, which 
was fed and/cheriſhed in them 
by a ſeriouſneſs in Prayer, and + 
did languiſh as that went off, 
had as real a perception of an 
inward ſtrength in their Minds, 
that did riſe and fall with true 
Deyotion, 


and Death of John E, of Roclieſter. 
Devotion, as they perceived 
the ſtrength of their Bodies 
increaſed or abated, according 
as they had or wanted good 
nouriſhment. 

After many Diſcourſes upon 
this Subject, he ſtill continued 
to think all was the effe& of 
Fancy: He ſaid, That he under- 
ſtood nothing of it, but ac- 
knowledged that he thought 
they were very happy whoſe 
Fancies were under the power 
of ſuch"Impreſſions ; fince they 
had ſomewhat on which ticks 
thoughts reſted and centred : 
But when I ſaw him in his laſt 
Sickneſs, He then told me, He 
had another ſenſe of w hat we 
had talked concerning prayer 
and inward afliſtanccs: 

This Subject led us to diſ- 
tourſe of God, and -of the 
E 2 No- 
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Notion of Religion in general. 
He believed there was a. Su- 
pream Being : He could not 
think the World was made by 
chance, and the regular Courſe 
of Nature ſeemed to demon- 
ſtrate the Eternal Power of its. 
Author. This, he ſaid, he could 
never ſhake off; but when he 
came to explain his Notion of 
the Deity, he ſaid, He looked 
on it as a vaſt Power that 
wrought every thing by the 
neceſſity of its Nature : And 
thought that God had none of 
thoſe Aﬀections of Love or 
Hatred, which breed pertur- 
bation in us, and by conſc- 
quence he could not ſee that 
there wasto be either reward or 
_ pumiſhment. He thought our 
Conception#of God were ſo 
low, that we had better not 


think 
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think * much of him : And to 


loye God ſeemed to him a prie-' 


ſumptuous thing, and the heat 


'of fanciful men. Therefore ® 


he believed there ſhould be no 
other Rehigtous Worſhip, but 
a general Celebration of that 
Being, in ſome ſhort Hymn: 

All che other parts of Worthip 
he eſteemed the Inventions of 
Prieſts, to make the World be: 
| lheve they had a Secret of In- 
cenſing and Appeafſing God as 
they pleaſed. In a word, he 
was neither perſwaded that 
there was a ſpecial Providence 
abour Humane Afﬀairs ; Nor 
that Prayers were of much uſe, 


{ince that was to look on God © 


as a weak Being, that would be 
overcome with Importunirtics. 


And for the Stare after death, 


though he thought the Soul 


EI did 
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fda not ; diſſolye atdcath:; My 
he doubted much of Rewards 
or Puniſhments: The one he 
ghought too high for us to 
attain, by our ſlight Services ; 


and the other was too otreAna | 


to be inflicted for Sin. This 
was the ſubſtance of his Specu- 
lations about God and Reli- 
210N. - 

Itold himhis Notion of God 
was ſo. low, that the Supream 
Being ſcemed to be nothing 
but Nature. For if that being 
had no freedom, nor choice 
of 1ts own Actions, nor. Opc- 
rated by Wiſdomor Goodneſs, 
all thoſe Reaſons which lead 
him to acknowledge a God, 


were contrary to this Concett ; 


for if the Orderofthe Univerſe 
perſwaded him to think there 


Was a a God, Hc muſt at tthe: ſame 


r1mc 
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time conceiye him to be both 
Wiſe and Good, as well as Pow- 
ertul, ſince theſe all appear'd 
equally inthe Creation: though 


| his Wiſdom and Goodneſs had 


ways of cxcrting themſelves, 
that were far beyond our No- 
tions or Meaſures. If God was 
Wiſe and Good, he would na- 
turally love,and be pleaſed with 
thoſe that reſembled him in 
theſe PerteEtions, and diſlike 
thoſe that were oppolite to him. 

Every Rational Being naturally 

loves it ſelf, and 1s deli ghtcd 1n 
others like it (clf, and 1s averſe 
from what 1s not ſo. Truthis a 
Rational Natures acting 1n con- 
formuiry to it ſ(clf in all things, 
and Goodnels is an Inclination 
tro promote the- happineſs of 
other Beings : So Truth and 


*E 4 Goodneſs 
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Goodneſs were the eſſential per: 
fections of every reaſonable hc 
Being, and certainly moſt 
eminently in the Deity : Nor. 
does his Mercy or Love raife 
Paſſion or Perturbation in Him; 
for we feel that to be a weaknels 
1 our ſelves, which indeed on- 
ly flows from our want of 
power, or skill to do what we 
wiſh or deſire : It is alſo reaſon- 
able to bcheve God would afliſt 
the Endeavours of the Good, 
with ſome helps ſuitable to. 
their Nature. And that it could 
not be imagined, that thoſe 
who imitated him, ſhould not 
be ſpecially favoured by him : 
and therefore ſince this did not 
appcar 1n this State, 1t was moſt 
FC caſonable'to think it ſhould be 
1N RT where the ant 


OF LT We ſhall - 
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 Bhall be an admiſſion to a more 
@crfc&t State of Conformity ta 
'{&od, with the felicity that fol- 
Bows it, and the Pumiſhments 
Should be a toral excluſion from 
im, with all the horrour and 
darkneſs that niuſt follow that. 
heſe ſeemed to be the natural 
Reſults of ſuch ſeveral Courſes 
pf life, as well as the Effects of 
Divinc Juſtice, Rewarding or 
EPuniſhing. For fince he be- 
Wlicvcd the Soul had a diſtin&t 
ſubſiſtance, ſeparated from the 
Body Upon ics diffolution 
there was no reaſon to think it 
paſſed into a State of utter Ob- 
livion, of what it had been in 
formerly : But that as the re- 
flections on the good or ey1l it 
had done, muſt raiſe joy or 
Fhorrour in it; So thoſe good 
gor il! Diſpofitions accoinpany- 


ing 
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ing the departed: Souls, theſs 


Perfection, or fink to a mon 
depraved, and miſerable State 


In this life variety of Aﬀairs and 
Objects do much cool and dj 


. vert our Minds; and are ol 
the one hand often great temp 


tations to the good, and g1vi 


the bad ſome caſe 1n che 


trouble; but in a State where 
the Soul ſhall be ſeparated fron 
ſenſible things, and cmploye( 
in a more quick and ſublim 
way of Opcration, this mul 


very much cxalt the Joys and 
Improycments of the Good 


and as much heighten the hor: 
rour and rage of the Wicked 
| So that it ſeemed a vain thing 
to pretend to behievea Supreatl 


Being, that is Wiſe and Good 
as well as great, and not ta 


thinl 


-—""M =”; 
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muſt either riſe up to ig nas 


c c 
ol 
a 
t{v 
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Wink a diſcrimination will be 
Shade berween the Good and 
$2d, which, it is manifeſt, is 
<ot fully done in this life. 

1& As for the Government of 
Se World, it we believe the 


ppream Power made it, there 


p&no reaſon to think he does nat 
Sovern it: For all that we can 

ſkncy againſt 1c, 1s the diſtra&ti- 
1$n which that Infinite yaricty of 
wccond Cauſes, and the care of 
jeir Concernments, muſt give 
Þ the firſt, 1t 1t inſpe&ts them 
Wl. Butas among Men,thoſe of 
Feaker Capacities are wholly 
ken up with ſome one thing, 

Shcreas thoſe of more enlarged 

dyowers can,withoutdiſtrattion, 
ayc many things within cheir 
are; as the Eye can atone view 

eceIvC a great Variety of Ob- 
Qs, IN that narrow Compaſs, 
without 
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wit confuſion; So if y 
coniceive-the Divine Unde Io 
ſtanding ro be as far above ouif d 
as his- Power of creating -anif®< 
framing the whole Univerſe, 
above our limired activity; W 
wilt no more think the Gover 
ment of the World a diftractiaÞ* 
to him: And if we have on 
overcome this prejudice, VM 
ſhall be 'ready to-acknowledÞ 
a Providence directing all 4 
fairs; a Care well becomil ) 
the Great Creator. | 

- As for Worſhipping oy 


we magine our Worſhip 1s] 
thing thatadds toHis Robin | 
or gives Him ſuch a fond Ple 
ſure as weak people have t 
hcar themſelves commended 
or that our repeared Addreth 
do overcome. Him throug 


our» mecr | Importunity, . | a 


ha 
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Kc certainly very unworthy 


joughts of him. The cruc 


ds of Worſhip come within 


Mother conſideration :* Which 
this, A Manis never cntirely 
Mctormcd, till a new Principle 
Moverns his thoughts: Nothing 
Fakes that Principle fo ſtrong) 
Ws deep and frequent Mcditatt- 
I Ins of God ; whoſe Nature 
Mough 1t be far above our 
;omprehenſion, yet his Good- 
Wc and Wiſdom are ſuch Pcr- 
Kcctions as fall within our Ima- 
Wination: And he that thinksof- 
Mc of God,and conſiders himas 
Woverning. the World, and as 
yer E4-514k all his Actions, 
1! feel a very ſenſible cect 
Df ſuch Meditations, as they 
row more lively and frequene 
With him ; ſo the end of Rcli- 
F 10US Worſhip cither publick 
| Or 


6K, 


or private, 1s to make £0 
prehenſions of God, haveſÞ 
deeper root and a ſtronger # 
fluence on us. The frequent! 
turns of theſe are ncceſlar 
Leſt if we allow of too lat 
interyals between them, thi 
Impreſſions may grow feeble 
and other Suggeſtions ni 
come in their room : And if 
Returns of Prayer are not to" 
conſidered as Fayours cxtorti* 
by mcer Importunity, but 
Rewards conferred on Men| 


well diſpoſed, and prepared fÞ®: 


them : according to the Pronifil 
fes that God has made, for a 
ſwering our Prayers : There y 
to engage and nouriſh a 
vout temper in us, which! 
the chief root of all true Hi 
lineſs and Vertue. 
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& Ic is true we cannot have 
Fvitable Notions of the Dt 
Sinc Eſſence; as indeed we 
Saveno juſt Idea of any Efſence 
Whatſocver : Since We cont 
Sronly conſider all things , <1 
Sher by their outward Figure, 
Sr by their Effe&ts: And from 
Mhence make Inferences what 
Wheir Nature muſt be: So 
Shough we cannot frame any 
Scrfcct Image 1n our Minds 
Ft the Divinity. yet we may 
From the Diſcoveries God has 
Wade of Himſelf, form ſuch 
FLonceptions of Him, as many 
poſſeſs our Minds with great 
MRcverence for Him, and be- 
WÞct inus ſuch a Love of thoſe 
Fi crfe&tions as to engage us to 
Fimitate them. For when we 
ay we love God; the meaning 
Fs, we Tove that 'Being that is 


Holy. 
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Holy, Juſt, Good, Wile ; ani 1 
infinitely perfect : And lovin 
theſe Atrributes in that Objed 
"will certainly carry us to defir 
them in our ſelves. For wh 
ever We love in another, W 
naturally, according to th 
degrce of our loye, endeavo 
to reſemble it. In ſum, 
Loving and Worthipping Go 
though they are juſt and re 
ſonable returns and expreſſion 
of the ſenſe We have of hi 
Goodneſs to us; yet they at 
exacted of us not only as ; 
Tribute to God, but as a meat 
to beget in us a Conformit) 
to his Nature, which 1s tif 
chief end of pure and undefile 
Religion. aA 

If ſome Men, have at ſever: 
times, found out Inventions to 
corrupt this, and cheat thi 
World; 
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World : Ic is nothing but what 
occars 1n every: fort of Em- 
ployment, fo which Men be< 
take themſelves: Mowntebanks 
corrupt Phyfick ; Perty- Foggers 
have entangled the matters of 
Property, and all Profethons 
have been vitiated by the'Kna- 
yeries of a number of their 
Calling. | 

"Wick all theſc Diſcourſes " 
was not cqually ſatisfied : He 
ſeemed convinced that the Im- 
preſſions of God being much 
in Mens minds; would be E1 
powerful mcans to refortn the 
World; and did not ſeem de- 
termined againft Providence :* 
S But for the next (tate; he 
F chought it more likely thar the 
all Soul began anew, and that hef 

fenſe of what ſhe had done inf 


this Body, Iying in the figures 
F thc 
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that are made in the Brain, as 
ſoon as ſhe diſlodged, all thefe. 
periſhed , and that: the Soul 
went into ſome other State to 
begin a new Courſe. But I ſaid. 
on this Head, That this was at 
beſt a conjecture, raiſcd in him 
by his fancy ; for he could: 
give norcaſon to prove it true : 
Nor was all the remembrance 
. our Souls had of paſt things 
ſeated in ſome material figures 
lodged in the Brain: Though 
it could not be demied but a 
great deal of it lay in the Brain, 
That we have many abſtracted 
Notions and 1dea's of immate- 
rial things which depend not. 
on bodily Figures: Some Sins, 
fuch as Falſhood, and 1] Na- 
ture were ſeated in the Mind, as. 
Luft and Appetite were in the 
Body ; and as the whole Body 
ſe. ways 
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was the Receptacle of the'S6ul,: 
and the Eycs and Ears were the 
Organs of Sceing and Heating, 

ſo was the Brain the Seat of 
Memory : Yet the power and 
faculty of Memory,as well as of 
Seeing and Hearing, lay in- the 


| Mind; and ſo it was no uncon-- 


ceiveablc thing thar either the 
Soul by its own ſtrength, or by 

the means of fome fibril, 
Organs, which rmght be fitted 
for it in another ſtare, ſhould 
{tl remember as well asthink: 
But indeed we know fo little of 
the Nature of our Sonlb, chat ir 
15aYyain thing for ns to raife art 
Hypotheſis out of the eon- 
jectures we have about it, or 
ro reject one becauſe of ſore 


_ difficuſrics that occyr to tis ; 


fince it is as hard to anderftand 


how we remember things now; 
F. 2 as 
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As hea. we "(hall ” lah 1t. 1h ano- 


ther ſtate : only we arc ſure we 


do it now, and ſo we- ſhall be 
then, when we do it. 


When I prefſed himwith the 
ſecret Joys that a good Man 
felt, particularly as he drew 
near Death, and the Horrours 


of ill Men eſpecially at. thae 
time ; he was willing to aſcribe 


it to the Impreſſions, they had 


from their Education : But he 
often confeſſed, that whether 
che Buſineſs of Religion was 
true or not, he thought thoſe 
who had the perſwaſions of it, 
and lived ſothat they had qui- 
et in their Conſciences, and 


believed God governed the 
World, and ances in his 


Providence, and had the hope 


of an endlcfs Blefledneſs. in a- 


nother ate, the happieſt Mcn 
in 
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in the World: And faid, He. 
would give all thar he was 


Maſter of, to be under thoſe 


Perſw aſions, and to have the. 


Supports and Joys that muſt 
needs flow from them. I rold 
himche main Root of all Cor- 
raptions 1n Mens Principles was 


their 11] life; which, as1t darken- 
cd their Minds, and diſabled 


them from diſcerning better - 


things ; fbit made 1t neceſlary 
tor them to ſeek out ſuch Op1- 
nions as might' give them caſe 


from thoſe Clamours , that- 


would otherwiſe have been 
raiſed within them : He did not 
deny but that after the doing 
of ſome things he tele great and 


ſevere Challenges within him- 


ſe]f : But he ſaid, He felt not 


theſe after ſome others which T 
would perhaps call far greater 
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Sins, than thoſe that affected 
hinmore ſenfibly.: This 1: ſaidy 
ht flow. from the Diſorders/ 
rh d'caft himſelf into, which 
= corrupted his judgment; 


and yitiated his taſte of things ; 


and by his long continuance in,! 


and frequent repeating of ſome 
Immoralitics., he had made 
them ſo' familiar ro him, that 
they, were become' as /.it were 


natural :  And'then-it*was -no: 


wonder if he had not ſo-cxact 
a ſcnſe *, what was Good of 


Ev1l; as a feveriſh Man can- 


not pn of Taſtes. 


He did acknowledge the: 


whole Syſteme; of Religion, if 
believed, was a greatct founda: 


Hon of quiet, than any other 


TIS whatſocycr; for all the 
ur hehad in his Mind, was, 
that che could: not think fo bod 


tr, LETS. a Being 
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2. Being as the Deity would 
make him miſerable. I asked if 
when by the il] courſe of his life 
he had brought ſo many Diſea- 
ſes on his Body, he could blame 
God for it ; or expect that he 
ſhould deliver him from them 
by a Miracle. He confeſſed 
there was no reaſon for thar. 
I then-urged, that if Sin ſhould 
caſt the Mind by a natural Ef- 


_ fect, intq endleſs Horroursand 


Agontes, which being ſeated in 
a Being not ſubject to Death, 
muſt laſt for ever, unleſs ſome 
Miraculous Power interpoſed, 
could he accuſe God for that 
which was the. efte&t of his 
own choice and 1ll hte. 
He ſaid, They were happy 
that believed ; for 1t was not 
In every Man's POWEr. | 
And upon this we diſcourſed 
F 4 long 
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Gas of the ie. = | 
long about: Revealed Religion. :$; 
He ſaid; He did not underitand-/ 
that buſineſs of Inſpiration ; he: 
believed: the Pen-men of the. 
Scriptures had heats 'and ho-' þ 
neſty, and ſo-writ ; but could” 
not ''comprchend ' how God | 
ſhould reveal hisSecrets to man: 
kind. Why was not Man made: | 
a' Creature more diſpoſed for Fen 
Religion, and-better Illumina- {t 
ted? He conld not apprehend 
how there ſhould be- any-cor: 
ruption inthe Nature of Magn, 
ora Lapſe derived trom Adam. 
God's communicating hisMind hh 
to one Man, was the putting 1t, 
in : his power to: cheat' the 
World: For Propheſics and Mt: 
racles, the World had been al- 
ways full of {irange Stories; for: 
the boldneſs-and cunning: of 
Contrivers eeung with the 
Ci hoc of "pie 
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© implicity and Credulity of the 
Wcoplc, things were cafily re-. 
Þcived.; and being ONCE IreCC]- 
Fd, paſſcd down without con- 
leon, The Incoherences 
Þf Stile in the Scriptures, the 
odd Tranſitions, the ſeeming: 
ontradictions, chicfly about 
| he Ocder of rime,che Cruelties 
Fnjoyned the Iſraelites 1 in de- 
AMltroying the Canaanites,' Cir- 
Feumcition , and many other 
Bites of the Jewiſh Worthip ; 
Fccmed to him inſurable ro the 
IDivine Nature: And the firſt 
three Chapters of Geneſis, he 
thought could nopxbe true, un- 

leſs they were Parables. This 
Fas the ſubſtance ' of what he 
| Excepted to-Revealed Religion 
ſn general,: and to the ol, Te: e- 
4 erent in n particular. 
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heving' a thing upon the rel 0 F 


mony of another, inother ma 


ters where there was'no real "ll; 
to faſpeetthe ceſtimony, chicth 1 
where it was confirmed by. 


other:Circumſtances, was not 
only arcaſonable thing, but i | 


was the hinge on which all the 


Government and Juſtice in theÞÞ;, 
World depended : Since all 
Courts affaltice proceed upoh 
the Evidence given by Wit 


nefſes; for the uſe of Writing 


1s but a thing more lately 


brought into the World. $ 


then ic” the credibility of the 


thing, the innocence and difin 


tereſtednefs of theWutnefles,the 
numberof them, and the pub- 
lickeſtConfirmationschar ou 


poſlibly be given, do concur b 


perfwade us of any matter off 
Fad 
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oo: Fact, itis a vain thing to ſay, 


"Y cauſe it 1s poſſible tor ſo ma- 
x 4 Men to agree in a Lye, that 
Wherefore theſe have done it. In 
JB other things a Man gives his 
VE fenc when the credibility is 
TM frong on the one ſide,and there 
"Fappcars nothing on che other 
"Wide to balance it. So ſuch 
VE numbers agreeing in theirTeſti- 
"S mony to theſe Miracles ; for 
'F inſtance of our Saviour's calling 
J Lazarus out of the Grave the 
"J fourth day after he was buried, 
FJ and his own riſing again after 
FF ke was certainly dead ;; If there 
| had been never ſo many Itn- 
'J poſtures in the World, no Man 
'S can with any reaſonable colour 
I precend this was one. We find 
'j both by che Jewiſh and Romen. 
T Writers thar lived in that tithe, 


y | thar 0 our Saviour wasCrucified : 


and 
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and that all his Diſciples and{ſiv! 
Followers believed. certain 
that he aroſe again. They belÞ®* 
heved this upon the Teſtimony 
of the Apoſtles; and of many}”* 
hundreds who ſaw it, and died 
confirming at: They went about 
to.-perfwade the World of it,.Þ" 
with great Zeal, though they th 
knew they were to get nothing}*| 
by. it,but Reproach and Suffer: Y® 
ings: And by many wonders he 
which they wrought they con: #4 


farmed their Teſtimony. Now! i 


to ayoid all this, by ſaying it is 
poſlible this might be a Con! hi 
triyance, and to.give no pre-|* 
ſumption to make it ſo muchas 
probable, that it was-ſo; 1s in Þ* 
Plain Engliſh toſfay, We arere- Þ 
ſolved fer the Evidence be what 
it will, ne will not believe it. 
_ Heſaid, It a Man ſays he can- 


not 
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Foc belicve; what help 1s there? 
| for he was not maftcr of his 
own Belict, and believing was 
Jt highcſt but a probable Opt. 
"Enion. To this Ianſwercd, That 
Mifa Man will let a wanton con- 
Fceit poſſeſs his fancy againft 
Mithcſe things,and never confider 
the Evidence for Religion on 
the other hand, but rejcEt it 
upon a flight view of 1t ,\ he 
FJoughtnotto ſay he cannor, but 
ic will not: beheve : and while 
8:Manlives anill courfe of life, 
7 Fbeis nor fitly qualified ro exa- 
mine the matecr aright. Lee 
{Flum grow calm and vertuous, 
} Band upon due application exa- 
- Finine things fairly, and then let 
| Jum pronounce according to 
Flis Conſcience, if to take it at its 
; Povclt, the Reaſons on the one 
and are not much ſtronger 
than 
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I found he was ſo poſſeſſed wit 
the general conceit, that a mij 
ture of Knaves and Fools hy 
made all cxtraordinary thing 
| be eafily believed, that it cam 
ed him away to Aetonnine 
matter, without fo much # 
looking on the Hiſtorical Ew 
dence for the truth of Chriſt 
anity, which he had not « 
quired into, but had bent 4 

his Wit and Study to the {s 
port of the orher ſide. As fat 
that, that belicying is at belt bi 
an Opinion; if the Evidence x 
buc probable, itis ſo ; but Y 

be. ſuch that ir cannot 
queſtioned, it grows as ccrtd lj 
as: knowledge: For we arc no 
leſs certainthat there is a gredl 
Towncalled Conſtantinople, tht 
Seat of the Ottoman Empate; 
Enal 


than that there 1s anather called: 
WE London. We as litcle doubt thacr 
Queen +E/izabeth once Reign- 
ed, as that King Charles now 
MRcigns in England. So that 
nl beheving may be as certain, 
ind as little ſubject ro doubt- 
Wing as ſecing or knowing. 
'* There are two ſorts of bc- 
'T lieving Divine matters ; the 
TJ onc 1s wrought in us by our 
us comparing all the Eyidcnces of 
ve matter of Fact, for the confir- 
Un mation of Revealed Religion , 
us with the Prophclies wn the 
ny Scripture ; where things were 
"vT punctually predicted , ſome 
XM Agcs before their completion - 
ug notin dark and doubtful words 
vg uttered hke Oracles, whack 
might bend to any Event : Bur 
M8 nplain terms, as the forcrclling 
that Cyrus by name ſhould _ 
rnc 
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the Fews back from the Capti: 
vity, after the fixed period 6 
ſeventy years: The Hiſtory 
the Syrian and Egyptian Kings 
fo punctually forctold by Ds. 
niet, and the Predidtion of theft 
deſtruction of Feruſalem, with 
manyCircumſtances relating ty 
Kt, made by our Savior ; joyn- 
ing theſe to the excellent Rule |; 
; and Deſign of the Scripture in 
| matters of Morality, it 1s at leaſt - 
as reaſonable to believe this as] 
any thing elſe in the World. 
Yet ſuch a believing as this, 1s 
only a general perſwaſion nn 
the Mind, which has not that | 
effect, till a Man applying hin 
ſelf to the Dire&ions ſer down 
11 the Scriptures ( which upon 
fuchEvidence cannot be denied 
to be as reaſonable,as for a Man 
to follow the Prefcriptions of 4 

41 learned 


—— Mas ts. ESE a. A "AY a + a _ 


We to 


Tand Death of John E; of Rocheſter. It 
learned Phyſician ; and: when 
the Rules are both good and 
cafie, to ſubnutto them for the 
recovering of his health)and by 
following | cheſe, finds a power 
 entring within'' him, that frees 
him from the ſlavery of his 
Appetites and Paſſions, that ex | 
alts his Mind above the acci- = 
dents of Life, and ſpreads an 
inward purity in his Heart, 
from which aſcrene and calnt 
Toy ariſes within him : And 
good Men by the efficacy theſe - 
| Methods have upon them, and 
| from the returns of their Pray- 
ers,and other endeavours, grow 
affured  thar theſe things are 
F true, and anſwerable- to the 
8 Promiſes they find regiſtred in 
| Scripture. ' All this, he ſaid 
might be faney : Burt to this Þ 
anfwered, That as 1t were un- 
\® reafonable 
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reaſonable to tell a Man that i 


abroad, and-knows he is awake, 
that perhaps he is 11 a dream, 
and in his Bed, and only thinks 
he 1s abroad, or that as ſome 
go about 1n their ſleep, ſo he 
may be aſleep ſtill: So good 
and. religious Men know, 
though others may-be abuſed 
by their fancies, that they areun 
der no ſuch deception; and find 
they are neither hot nor Enthu- 
fraftical, but under the Power 
of calm and clear Principles. 
All this he ſaid. he did not un- 
derſtand, and that it was to a: 
ſert or beg the thing un Queſts 
on, which-he couldi\not com- 
prehend. =D £1] 

As for the poſſibility of Re- 
velation, it-was a. vain thing to 
deny it: For as God gives: us 
the ſenſe of ſeeing Ion 
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Objects by our Eyes, and open- 


ed in ſome a capacity of ap- 
prehending high and ſublime 
things, of which other Men 


ſcemed utterly incapable: So it 


was a weak aflertion thar God 
cannot awaken a power 1n 
ſome Mens Minds, to appre- 


hend and know fore things, 


in ſuch a manner that others 
are not capable of it. This is 
not halt ſo incredible to us as 
{ight 1s to a blind Man, who yer 
may be convinced there 1s a 
ſtrange power of ſeeing that 
governs Men, of which he finds 
Mhmſelt deprived. As tor the 
capacity put into ſuch Mens 
hands to deceive the World, we 
are at the ſame time to confi- 


der.that beſides the Probuty of 


their Tempers, it cannot be. 
thought but God can fo forct- 
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bly bind up a_ Man in ſome 
things that 1t ſhould not be in 
his power to deliver them 
otherwiſe than as he gives him | 
in Conmatyen : Beſides the. 
Confirmation of Miracles are a 
Divine Credential to warrant 
ſuch perſons in what they deli- 
verto the World; which cannot 
be imagined can be joyned to a 
Lye, ſince this were to put the 


_ Omanipotence of God, to atteſt 


that which no honeſt Man will 


do. For the buſineſs of the 


Fall of Man, and other things 
of which we cannot perhaps 
g1ve. our ſelves a perfect ac- 
count, we who cannot fa- 
thom the Secrets of the Coun- 


cel of God, do very unreaſqna- 


bly to take on us to reject an 
exccllent Syſtem of good and 
holy Rules, becauſe we cannot 

, fatisfic 
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ſatisfie our ſelves about ſome 
difficulties in them. Common 
Experience tells us, There 1s a 
_ great diſorder 1n our Natures, 
which 1s not cafily rectified : All 
Philoſophers were ſenſible of it, 


| and every Man that deſigns to 


govern himſclt by Reaſon, fecls 
the ſtruggle between it and 
Nacure : So that 1t 1s plain , 
there 15 a Lapſe of the high 
Powers of the Soul. 

*But why, ſaid he, could not 
«#his be rectified,” by ſome plain 
Rules given; bur Men muſt 
come and ſhew a trick to per- 
ſwade the World they ſpeak to 
them in the Name of God ? I 
anſwcred, That Religion being 
a delign to recover and fave 
Mankind, was to be ſo opened 
as to awaken and work upon 
all ſorts of People; and gene- 
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rally Men of a ſimplicity of 
Mind, were thoſe that were the 
fitteſt Objces for God to ſhew 
his favourto: Therefore it was . 
_neceflary that Meſſengers ſent 
from Heaven ſhould- appear 
with ſuch allarming Evidences, 
as night awaken the World, 
and prepare them by.ſome aſto: 
niſhing S1gns, to liſten to the 
Dottrine they were to dchver; 
Philoſophy, that was only a matr- 
ter of fine Speculation, had few 
Votarics: And as there was 
no Authority in it to bind the 
World to bcheve its D:Ctates, 
ſo they were only received by 
ſome of nobler and rcfined 
Natures, who could apply 
chemſclves to, and deiight in 

ſuch Notions. But true Relt 
210n Was to be built ona Foun- 
dation, that ſhould carry more 
weight 
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weight on it, and to have ſuch 
Convictions, as might not only 
reach thofe who were already 
, diſpoſed to receive them, but 
rouſe up ſuch as without great 
and ſenſible excitation would 
have otherwiſe iJept on in their 
11] Courſes. 

Upon this and ſome ſuch 
Occaſions, I told him, I ſaw 
the ill uſe he made of his Wit, 
by which he ſlurred the eraveſt 
things with a ſhght daſh of his 
Fancy; and the Pleaſure he 
found in ſuch wanton Expreſlr 
ons, as calling the doing of Mr 

racles, T be ſhewing of a trick, did 
really keep him from | exami- 
ning them, with that care which 
ſuch things required. #4 

For the Old Teſtament, Wc 
are fo remote from that tnne, 
| we have fo little kiiowledge | 
F - G 4 of 


of - the Language in which it 
was writ, have ſo imperfect an 
account of the Hiſtory of thoſe 
Ages, know nothing of their, 
Cuſtoms , Forms of Speech, 
and the ſeveral Periods: they 
might have, by. which -they 
reckoned their time, "that it 1s 
rathcer-a wonder we ſhould Ton 
derſtand ſo much of it, than 


that many paſſages in it ſhould 


be-ſo dark 'to us. The chicf uſe 
it:has to us Chriſtians, 1s, that 
from Writings which che Jews 
acknowledge to be divinely. itt 
ſpired, it. ismaniſeſt the Me/ias 
-was'promiſed before the De- 
ſtruction, of their Temple; 
which .being' done long” ago : 
And theſe Propheſics agreeing 
-to our d JVIOUT; andt conoother, 
here 15/4 great Confirmation 


though | 
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> | though many things 'in theſe 


Books could not be underſtood 
by us, who. hve :above 3000 
Years after the chief of them 
were written, 1t 15:no ſuch ex- 
traordinary matter, 

For that ofthe deſttuction 
of the Canaanites by the Tſrae- 
lites; It 1s to be conſidered, 
thatif God had ſent a Plaguc 
among them all, that: could 
not have been found fault with. 
If then God had a Right to take 
away their Lives, without -In- 


ſ juſtice or crucley, he had a 


Right to appoint others to doar, 


as well ro eKcure 1 it by a more 


immediate way : And the taking 
away People by the Sword, 1s a 
much gentler way of dying, 
than to be ſmitten with a 
Plague-or a Famine. And 'for 
the Children that were Inno- 

CCnt 


8g 


centoftharr Fathers faults; God 
could: .in another ftate -make 
that-up/ to -them.: - So all the 
difficulty is,Why were the Iſs 


elites commanded to execute 4 


thing of ſuchBarbarity ? But It 


this S al not ſeem ſo hard, if 
we confider that this was to be 


no Precedent for future times; 


- {ance they did not doit but up 


oh ſpecial Warrant and Cons | 
miſhon from Heay@®n,cvidenc'd I 


toall the World by ſuch migh- 
ty Miraclesas did plainly ſhew, 
That:they were particularly de. 
fignidby God to be the Execw 
noners of his Juſtice. And God 
by implying them in ſo ſevere 
a Service, intended to polleſs 
chem. with great horrour of 


Idohrry,: which was puniſhed: 


info Extreme 2 manner. 


For |! | 
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aclcarer hight into the meaming 


| mn Death of John E, of Rocheſter. 
. For the Rites of their Rel: 


Ision, wecan 1ll judge of them, 


F 
ke 
he 
74 
a 
It 
if 
c 
j 


except we perfcctly under- 
food the Idolatries round a- 


bout them ; to which we find 
i they were much inchned : So 
I they were to be bent by other 


Rites to an extreme averſion 


| from them : And yet by the 


pomp of many of their Cere- 


monies ahd Sacrificcs, great In 
Wonces were given to a Peor 


ple naturally fond of a viſible 
ſplendor 1n Religious Worſhip, 
In all which, if we cannot de- 


ſcend to ſuch ſatisfactory An. 


ſwers 1n every particular, as a 
cartous Man would deſire, it 1s 
no wonder. The long interval 
of time, and other accidents, 
have worn out thoſe things 
which were ncceſlary to give us 


of 


9x 


. Some Paſſages of the Life 
of them. And for the Story": 
of the Creation, how far ſomel 
things 1n 1t may be Parabolical 
' and how far Hiſtorical, ha 
been much diſputed ; there i 
nothing in it that may not be 
hiſtorically true. For if it be 
acknowledged that Spirits can 
form Voices 1in the Air, for 
which we have as good Autho 
rity as for any thing in Hiſtory, 
then it 1s no wonder that Eve, 
being ſo lacely created, might 
be deceived, and think a Ser- 
pent ſpake to her,when the Evil 
Spirit framed the Voice. 


But in all theſe things I told 
him he was 1n the wrong way, 
when®he examined the buſt 


neſs of Religion, by ſome 
dark parts of Scripture: T here- 
fore I deſired him to conlider 
the whole Contexture of the 
Chriſtian 


0 


| anzDeathof John E. of Rocheſter. 


Chriſtian Religion, the Rules it 
'Igives, and the Methods 1t pre- 


ribes- Nothing can conduce 
more to the Peace, Order and 
Happineſs of the World, than 
to be governed by its Rules. 


Nothing 1s more for the Inte- - 


reſts of every man in particular: 
The Rules of Sobricty, Tempe- 


rance and Moderation, . were * 


the beſt Preſervers of Lite, and 
which was perbaps more, of 
Health, Hunulity, contempe 


of the Vanities of the World, 
Jand the being well employed, 
| raiſes a Man's Mind to a free- 


dom from the Follies and 
Temptations that haunted the 


res part. Nothing was 


o Generous and Great, as to 
ſupply the Neccſlities of the 
Poor, and to forgive Injuries : 
Nothing raiſed and maintained 
a Man's 


93 


- a Man's Repatation ſo much,aihi 
. tobe exattly juſt,and merciful] 64 
kind, charitable and compal{io 


fionate : Nothing opened theff ſh: 


power's ofaMan's Soul ſo mud ral 
as a calm Temper, a ſerene I 

- Mind;free of Paſſion and Diſor 
der: Nothing made Socictie, of 
Families, and Neighbourhood at 

- ſo happy, as when theſe Rule] © 
which the Goſpel preſcribe, Þ| pl 
took place, Of doing as we woullÞ 0 
have others do to us, and loving 
our Neighbours as our ſelves. 'Þ 
The Chrifttlan Worſhip wil P 

alſo plain and ſimple; ſuirabk} » 
to ſo pure a Doctrine. Th P 
Ceremonies of it were few and] 0 
ſignificant, as- the admiſſion tw} Þ 
it by a waſhing with Water, and] $ 
the Memorial of our Saviour" t 
Deathin Bread and Wine ; The] £ 
Motives in it to perſwade to | 


this” 


; atv-Deathof John E, of Rockeſter. 
(this Purity, were ſtrong: That 


i God ſces us, and will judgeus 


{4 for all our' Actions : That we 
t hall be for ever happy or miſe- 
I cable,as we paſs our Lives here: 

The Example of our Saviour's 


i 0 of his Love 1n Dying for us, 
are nughty Engagements to 
8 Obey and Imitate him. The 
| plain way of Expreſſion uſed by 
{] bur Saviour and his Apoſtles, 
pf ſhews there was no Artifice, 
| here there was ſo much Sim- 
;| plicity uſed: There were no 
| Secrets kept only among the 
| Prieſts but every thing was 
| open to” all: C briſtians: The 
F Rewards of Holineſs are not 
JF entirely: put over | to. ano- 


| ther fate, bur good Men are 


fpecnlly-! bleſt- with Peace 1n 


| their Confciences, :great Joy 1 n 


Life, and the great expreſſions * 


93 
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the Confidence - they: _ of | 
the Love! of God, and of ſe || | 
ing Him for ever : And often! 
ſignal Courſe of Bleſſings fol. 
lows them in their whole lives: 
Bur if at other times Calamutig 

* fell on them , theſe «were {6 
much mitigated by 'the Pats | 
ence they were taught, and the 
inward Afſiſtances, with which 
they were furniſhed, that ever 
thoſe Crofles were converted 
co Bleſſings. 

I defired he would lay al 
theſe things together, and ſec 
what he could except to them, 
to'make' him think this was'a 
Contrivance. Intereſt appears 
in all Humane ContrivancestF 
Our-Saviour plainly had none#F® 
He avoided Applauſe, with- 
drew himſelf from the Offers 
of a' Crown: He ſubmutted'to 

Poyerty 
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n and Death of John E. of Rocheſter. 


Poverty and Reproach, and 
«| much Contradiction mm his Lite, 
af and to a moſtignonumous and 
1. painful Death. His Apoſtles had 
5 | none neither, they did. not pre- 
«| tend ercherto Power or Wealth; 
| but delivered a Doctrine cas 
| muſt; needs: condemn them, if 
| they ever madeſuch uſe of it : 

14 They declared ;their, Commullt- 
1 


on fally withourt- reſerves till 0- 
ther times; They,Recorded their 
| own Weaknel(s: 'Some of them 
| | wrought with-cheir own hands ; 
| and when they received, the 
Charities of} their Gonwerts, . it 
| was. not” fo; .much..to ſupply 
their - own Neceſlities-z4i) as+,to 
| diſtribute to others : They knew 
q* chey were..ca i ſufter, much. tor 
giving. their: Teſtimonies 4 to 
what. they-had;ſcen and heard-: 
In which ſo many in a thing; ſo 
H viſible, | 
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viſible, as Chriſt's Reſurrection | 
and Aſcenſion, and the Effuſton 
of the Holy Ghoſt which He 

had promiſed , could not be. 
deceived; And they gave ſuch 
publick Confirmations of it; by. 


wrought, that great multitudes 
were converted to a Doctrine, 
which, beſides the oppoſition 

It gaveto Luſt and Paſſion, was 
born down and perſccured for 
,3ooyears; and yernts force was 
fuch, that it not only weathered 
out all thoſe Storms, bureven 
grew and ſpread vaſtly under 
” them. Pliny about threeſcore 
years after, found - their 'Num- : 
bers great, and their Lives 1nno- | 


all his Raillery, gives a high ] 

Teſtimony to their Charity 
, and Contempt of Life, and the 

ON other 


ce Wonders they the mſe lves Þ- 


cent: And even Lucian amidſt oF 
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# other Vertues of, the Chriſtians ; 

'F which is likewiſe more than ones 

| done by Malice it ſelf, Zultarn 

the Apoſtate. 

If a Man will lay all this ia 

# one Balance, and compare wyh 

"TJ it the few Exceptions broughe 

to It, he will ſoon find how 

ſtrong the one, and how tſhghr 

the other are. Therctore it was 

an improper way, to begin ar 

ſome Cavils about ſome Paſla- 

| gcsin theNew Teflament, or the. 

014, and from thence to pre-*® 
poſleſs one's Mind againſt the 
whole. The right method had 
{ been firſt to conſider the whole 
matter, and from ſo general a 
| view to deſcend to more pantt- 
4: cular Enquirics : whereas they 
'F ſuffered their Minds to be fore- 
ſtalled with Prejudices; ſo that 
they never examined the matter 
amparcially. H-2 To 


+* 


'Somie ie Paſſages of the Life 


To the greateſt part of thig Þ { 
he ſeemed ro affent, only he $} 
excepted to the belief of My ſte I 
ries in the Chriſtian Religton | 
which he thought no Man 
could do, ſince it is not in a f 
Man's Power to believe that 
which he cannot comprehend : 
and of which he can have no 
Notion. The believing Myſte- 
ries; he ſaid, made' way for all 
the Juglings of Pricſts, for they 
,gctting the People under them | 
in that Point, ſet out to them 
what they pleaſed ; and gfving 
It a hard Name, and calling it 
a Myſtery, che People were 
tamed, and caſily bel 1eved- It: 
The reſtraining a Man from the 
uſe of Women, except one 1n ' 
the way of Marriage, and de- 
nying the remedy of Divorce; 
he thoughe unreaſonable Impo- 
{itions: 
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I &10ns on the Freedom of Man- 
F kind: And the bulineſs of the 


| Clergy, and their Maintenance, 
'F with the belief of ſome Au- 
| thority and Power, conveyed 
in thei” Orders, look'd, as ie. 
JF thonghr, Ike a piece of con- 
trivance : And why, ſaid he; 
mult a Man telF mc, I. cannot 
be ſaved, unleſs I believe things 
againſt my Reaſon, and then 
8 that I mult pay him for telling 
" me of them? Theſe were all 
the Exceptions which at any 
time I heard from him to Chr:- 
fitanity. To which I made theſe 
Anſwers. 

For Myſteries, it is plain there 
is in every thing ſomewhat that 
1s unaccountable, How Ant 
mals or Men are formed in 
their Mothers Bcllies, how Scecds 
grow 1n the Earth, how the 
H 3 ' Souls 
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Soitie Paſſages of the Life 


Souls dwells in the Body, and# oF x ; 

_ atsand movyes it ; How we re-  b 
rain the Figures 'of ſo nafn 1 wy 
words or things in our Memo-" 1 , 
ries. and how we draw, them 
out ſo cafily and orderly *in ours 
houghts or Diſcourſes ? How 
Sight and Hegring were ſo 
quick and aiſfen &, how we 
move, and how Bodics were 
compounded and united? Theſe 
things if we follow them into 

all the Difticulties, that we may 

raiſe about them, will appear 
cvery whit as unaccountable as 

any Myſtery of Religion : And a 

blind or deaf Man would judge 

_ Sight or Hearing as incredible, 

as any Myſtery may be judged 

by us: For our Reaſon is not 

" equal to them. In the ſame 
rank, different degrees of Age | 
Or Capacity x raiſc ſome far 
aboye |. 
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5 v4 ove others: So that Children 


F cannot fathome the Learning, 
JF norweak Perſons the Counſcls 


4 of more illuminated Minds : 


J Thercfore it was no wonder if 


F we cord notunderſtand the Di- 


vine Efſence :: We cannot 1ma- 
g1ne how two ſuch different 
Natures as a - Sul and a Body 
ſhould ſo unite together, and 
| be mutually affected with one 
anothers Concerns ; and how 
the Soul has one Principle of 
Reaſon, by which it acts Intel- 
leEtually, and another of Life 
by which it joyns to the Body 
and acts Vitally ; two Princ1- 
.ples ſo widely differing both in 
their Nature and Operation , 
and yet united 1n one and the 
ſame Perſon. There might 
be as many hard Arguments - 
brought againſt the poſlibilicy 
H 4 ot 


: 3 4 % wg 
a os SOS (nat LS TH ro Ss px EET E ER e's 
EEG 


of theſe "ge Shih yet every 
one knows to be true , fro 
Speculative Notions, as againſt: | 
the Myſterics mentioned 1n the!) 
Scriptures. As that of the £ri- 
iy, That inone Eſſenc®there, Ji 
are three different Principles: Fm. 
of Operatgon, which, for want' | ſp 
of terms fit to FÞpreſs them by, Io 
we call Perſons, and are called I it 
in Scripture. The Father, Son, | pt 
' and Holy Ghoſt; and' char i the: 
Second of theſe did unite Him-! I V 
ſelf ina moſt intimate manner | hi 
with the Humane Nature of. 
Telus Chriſt: And''that the Suf- 
ferings he underwent, were ac- [* 
n 
a 


cepted of God as + Cacrifice for... 
our Sins; Who thereupon con- 
ferred on Him. -a Power of | t 
granting Eccrnal Life to allthat | r 
ſubmit to: the Terms.on which: I c 
He offers it: And: that'-the | 1 
| _ matter | 


| FEET J _ of Rocheſter. 
; tatrer | of which our Bodies 


$a juitly called the Bodies we: 
# kid down at our Deaths, as 
theſe can be ſaid to be the: Bo- 


| in; being refined and made more 
{ ſpiritual, ſhall be reunited 'to 
our Souls, and become a fit In- 
frament for them in a more 
perfect Eſtate : And that. God. 
nwardly bends.and moves our 
Wills, by ſuch- Impreſhons, as 


he can make on our Bodies and 
Minds. 


"Theſe, which are the chief 
Myſterics of our Rehgion, are 


FJ neither ſo unreaſonable:, « that 


| any other Objection lics againſt 


them, bur this, that they agree. 


| nor with our common Noti> 
$ ons, nor ſp unaccountable' that 
| ſomewhat like them , cannot 


? Ponce confiſted,, which may be- 


IO5 . 


I dics whith we formerly lived 
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hawks aſl} ncd/ in hey things } In 
wkch arc bclicvcd really to be, Ly 
though the manner ' of them} 
cannot be apprehended : So f; 
this ought not to be any juſt Þ;; 
Objection to the fubreiſſc 10n of |; 
our Reaſon to what we cannot || | 
ſo well conceiye, provided our f| ( 
belicf of it be well grounded | 
There have been too many ;; 
Niceties brought indeed, ra ff « 
ther to darken than explain D 
A + theſe : They have been defend Þl { 
ed by weak Arguments, and}] , 
:Iluſtrated by Similies not ak | 
ways ſo very apt and pertinent: || y 
And new. ſubtiltics have been | 
added,-which have rather perf | 
plexed than cleared them. All} : 
this cannot be denied ; thef } 

l 

( 


_ Oppoſition of Hereticks anck | | 
ently, occaſtioned goo much} \ 
Bia among the Fathers; 

Whi . 


Þ andDeathof John E. of Rocheſter. 
SWhich the School-men have 
wonderfully advanced of late 
I cimcs. Burt 1f Myſteries were 
received, rather in the fimpli- 
city 1n which they are achebid 
1n the Scriptures, than accord- 
ing to the diſcantings of fan- 
cful Men upon them , they 
would not appear much more 
incredible, than ſome of the 
common Objects of ſenſe and 
perception. And it 1s a needleſs 
f fear that if ſome Myſteries are 
acknowledged, which are plain- 
ly mentioned in the New Tefta- 
ment, it will then be in the 
power of the Prieſts to add 
more at their pleaſure. For it is 
an abſurd Inference from orvir 
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truths about the Divine Eflence, 


pndcrftoos, to argue that there- 
| fors 


{ being bound to aflent to ſome ' 


4 of which. the manner 1s not 


I07 
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" Bread and Wine, we ſhould. be 
bound to belicvc againft their, 
Teſtimony, that it ys not what, 
Gur Senſcs perceived it to be, 


of Chriſt ; an cntire Body being 
in every Crumb and Drop & 
it. 


tion or diſorder. 


ted, but upon very clear and 
expreſs Authorities from Scrip- 
ture, which could not reaſon 


other ſenſe. And though a 


fore in an Object preſent "| 
duly to our Senſes ,, ſuch a, S 


but the whole Fleſh and Blogl 


It 1s not indeed in a Mani 
power to belicve, thus againſt 
his Senſe and Reaſon, where 
the Object 1s proportioned to. 

"i them, and fitly applied, and the | 

Organs arc under no indiſpoſt 

It is certain 

that no Myſtery 1s to be admit 


ably be underſtood in any 


Man cannot from an cxplicits 
N otiaſ i. 


ff 
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and in Death of FRY E. of Rocheſter. 


{ I xocion of a M vſtery, for then 
ewes be no longer a Myſte- 


fy ; yet in general he may be- 


Jlicve a thing to be, though he 
{cannot give himſelf a particu- 


lar account of the way of it; 
or rather ,- though he catitot 
anſwer ſome Objections which 


lic againſt i. We know we 


believe many ſuch in humane 
matters, which arc more within 


our reach : and 1t 1s very un- 


reaſonable to ſay, we may not 


doitin divine things, whichare 
much more above our Appre- 


I benfions. 


For the fevere Reſtraint of 


| the uſe of Women, 1t 15 hard 


todeny that Priviledgc to Jeſus 
Chriſt as a Law-giver, to lay 
ſuch Reſtraints, as all inferiour 
Legiſlators do ; who when they 


Iimd the Libercics their Subs 


jects 
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jects take, prove huecful to 
them , ſer ſuch Linuts , and 
. make ſuch Regulations, as they, 
judge neceſlary and expedicnt; 
Ie cannot be ſaid but the Re- 
ſtcaint of Appctite is neceflary in 
ſome Inſtances : and if 1t 1s ng 
ceſſary in theſe , perhaps other 
- Reſtraints are no leſs neceſſary, 
to fortifie and ſecure them., For 
if it be acknowledged that Mey 
have a. property in their Wig! 
and Daughters, ſo that to defily: 
che one, or corrupt the oth, 
IS an unjuſt and injurious ching; 
Ic is certain, that except a May: 
carcfully governs his Appetites, 
he -will break through thek 
Reſtraints : And ks. gs 
Saviour knowing: thac. eats. 
could fo effectually deliver the 
World - from the nuſchuef a 
unreſtrained' SAP as ba 
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{z Confinement , * might very 
[enably enjoyn it. Anduan 
Jill fuch Caſes we are to ba- 
lance. the Inconveniences on 
both hands; and where we 
find they are heavieſt, we are 
t acknowledge the Equity of 
the Law. On the one hand 
there 1s no prejudice, but the 
reſtraint of Appetite ; On the 
other, are'the miſchicts of be- 
ing given up to Pleaſure, of 
wmoning inordinately into at, 

of breaking the (quiet of our 
own Famuly at home, and of 
others abroad ; the ingaging 
into tauch Paſhon, the doing 
many falſc and 1mpious things 
t6 compaſs what 1s dcfared, - che 
waſte of Mens Eſtates, Time; 

Jand Healch. Now let any Man 
| mot Whether the prejudices 
yon this fade, are not. G__ 
than 
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than that ſingle one of theo: | 
ther-ſ{ide, of being demied ſome 
pleaſure? For Polygamy, it 15 but 
reaſonable ſince Women arc 
equally concern'd in the Lay 
of Marriage, that they ſhould 
be conſidered as well as Men: 

_ But 1n-a ſtate of - Polygamy they 
are: under great nuſery and 
jealouſie, and are indeed bar 
barouſly uſed. Man being 
alſo. of a ſociable Nature, 
Friendſhip and Converſe wet 
among the Primitive ' Incen& 
ments of- Marriage, 1n which as 
far as the Man may excel the] 
Waite in greatneſs of Mind, ani] 
height of Knowledge, the Wik] 
ſomeway makes that up witty - 
her Aﬀection and'render Care:] | 
So that from both happily]. 
mixed, there ariſes a-Harmony, I | 
which 1s. ro yertuous Mind] 

| ON 
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- one of the greateſt joys of lite : 
Bur all this 15: gone '1n a ſtate of 
| Polygamy, which occaſions per- 
cl perual Jarrings and Jcalou- 
il fies. And the Varicty does bur 
dj] cngage Men to a freer Range 
} 
d 


of Pleaſure, which 1s not to be 

-put 1n the Balance with the tar 

greater Miſchicts that mutt 
rf follow - the other/ courſe. So 
off that it 1s plazn, Our - Saviour 
| conſidered the Nature of Man, 
£ what ir could bear, and what 
8 was fit for it, when he ſo re- 
8 ſtrained us 1n theſe our Liber- 
tes. And for Divorce, a power 
to break that Bond would too 
much encourage married Per- 
ſons in the little quarrellings 
that may riſe berween them, 1f 
It were 11 thetr Power to depart 
one from another. For when 


they know that cannot be, and 
I that * 


CS» 
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Some Paſlages of the Life 
that they. muſt hve and die to-! 
gether, it docs naturally incline. 
them to lay down their Reſent- 
ments, and to endeavour to 
_ as well together as they. 
So the Law of the: Go- 
ſyel brine a Law of Love, de- 
ſigned to engage Chriſtians ro! 
mutual :love ; 1t was fit that 
all ſach. Proviſions ſhould be 
made, as" might advance and 
maintain 1t: and all ſuch Liber- 


_ ties be taken away, as are apt to 


enkindle or foment ſtrife. This 
might-fall in ſome inſtances to 
be. aan and hard cnough, 

but Laws conſider what falls out 
moſt commonly, and cannot 
provide for all particular Caſes. 
The beſt Laws are in ſome. In- 
ſtances very. great Grievances. 
But the Advantages being. ba- 
lanced with the Inconyenienees, 
Mea- 
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Meaſures are to be-taken ac- 


cordingly. Upon this whol: 
matter I ſaid , Thar Pleaſure 
ſtood in oppoſition to other 
Conſiderations of great weight, 
and ſo the deciſion was Ca- 
fie. And fince our Saviour of- 
fers us fo great Rewards, 1 
1s but reaſonable he have a Pri- 
viledge of loading theſe Pro: 
miſes * with ſuch Conditions, as 
are not in themſclves grate- 


ful to our natural Inclina-* 


tions: For all that propofe 
high Rewards, have thereby a 
right to exact difficule pertor- 


mances. 5 = 
To this hc faid.-We-are ſure 


the terms are difficule, bur are 


not ſo ſure of the Rewat ds. Up 
on this I told him, That we have 


the ſame aſlurance of the Re- 
wards; that we hayc- of the 
| I-32 _ orfice 
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Some Paſſages of the Life 
other parts of Chriſtian Reli- 


gion. We have the Promiſes 


of God made to us by Chriſt, 
confirmed by many Miracles : 
We have the Earneſts of theſe, 
1n the quiet and peace: which 
follows a good Conſcience; 
and 'in' the Reſurrection of 
Him from the dead, who hath 
promiſed to raiſe us up. So 
that the Reward 1s ſufficient- 
ly aſlured to us: And there 15 
- no reaſon 1t ſhould be given to 
us, before the Conditions are 
performed on which the Pro- 


muſes are made. Ir 1s but rea-. 


ſonable that we ſhould truſt 
God, and do our Duty, In 
hopes of that Eternal Life, which 
God who cannot lye, hath promi- 
ſed. The Difficulties are not 
. ſo great, as thoſe which-ſome- 


times the commoneſt concerns 
of 
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of Life bring upon us : The 
learning ſome Trades or Sci- 
ences, the governing our 
Health and Afﬀairs , bring us 
ofren under as great ſtraights. 
So that it ought to be no juſt 
predjudice, that there are ſome 
A in Religion that are un- 
calie, ſince this 1s rather the 
effect of our corrupt Naturcs, 
which are farther depraved by 
vicious habits, and can hardly 
turn to any new courle of life, 
without ſome pain, than of the 
Dictates of Chriſtianity, which 
are 1n themſclves juſt and rea- 
ſonable, and will be cafic to us 
when renew'd, and in a good 


meaſure rcſtor'd to our Primi- 


tive Integrity. 
As for the* Exceptions he 


had to the Maintenance of the. 
Clergy, and the Authority to 


«1 3 which 


I17 


[INE " 2 
F 96+ he 7 - Sis 


- Some Paſſages'of the Lite 


which - they pretended if they 
ſtretched their Deſigns too far, 
the Goſpel did plainly reprove 
them for it : So that it was very 
ſuitable ro that Church, which 
was ſo grofly faulty this way, 
co take the Scriptures out of the 
hands of the Pcople, ſince they 
do ſo. manifeſtly diſclaim all 
ſuch Practices. The Pricſts of 
the true Chriſtian Religion have 
no ſecrets among them, which 
the World muſt: not know, but 
are only an Order of Men dc- 
dicatcd to God, to attend on 
Sacred things, who ought to be 
holy 11 a more >eculiar man- 
ner, {ince they are to. handle 
the things of God. It was nc- 
ceſlary that ſuch Perſons ſhould: 
havye-a due Eſteem paid them, 
and a fit Maintenance 'appoint- 
td for tent | that ſo. they 
* Bl 40es wg might 
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might be preſerv'd from the 
Contempt that follows Povyer- 
ty, and the Diſtractions which 
the providing againſt 1t might 
otherways involve them 1n : 
And as in the Order of the 
World, it was neceſlary for 
the ſupport of Magiſtracy and 
Government, and for preſer- 
ving 1ts Eſteem, that ſome ſtate 
be uſed ( though it 1s a happt- 
neſs when Great Men have 
Philoſophical Minds, to deſpiſe 
the Pageantry of it.) So the 
plentiful ſupply of the: Clergy, 
if vell uſcd and apphed by 
them, wall certainly turn to the 
Advantage of Religion. And it 
ſome Men either through Am- 
bition or Covetouſneſs uſed in- 
direct Means, or ſervile Com- 
pliances to aſpirc to ſuch Dig- 
nitics, and being poſlefled of 
I 4 them 
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them, apphcd their. Wealth ci- 
ther to Luxury or vain Pomp, 
or made great Fortunes out of 
it for their Families - theſe were 
perſonal failings in which the 
Poctrine of Chriſt was: not 
concerned. _ 

He upon that told me plain- 
Iy, There was nothing that gave 
him, and many others, a more 
ſecret encouragement in their 
11] ways; than that thoſe who pre- 
tended to beheve, lived fo that 
they could not be thought to 
be 1n earneſt, when they ſaid it: 
For he was ſure Religion was 
cither a,meer Contrivance,. or 
the moſt important thing that 
could' be : So that if he once 
bclicved, he would ſct himſelf 


in grcat earneſt to live ſuitably 
co it. The aſpirings that he 
had obſerycd at Court, of ſome 


of 


( 
| 


y 
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of the Clergy, with the ſervile 
rays they took to attain to 
Ireferment, and the Amimoſi- 
ies, among thoſe of ſeveral 
Partics, about trifles, made him 
often think they ſuſpected the 
things were not true, which in 
their Sermons and Diſcourſes 


they ſo carneſtly recommend- 
Fd. Of this he had gathered 


many Inſtances; I knew ſome 


of them were Miſtakes and 
Calummes ; yet I could not 
deny but ſomething of them 
might be too true : And I pub- 
Iſh this the more freely, to put 
all char pretend to Religion, 
chiefly thoſe that are dedicated 
to holy Fun&ions, in mind 
of the great Obligation - that 
lies on them to live ſuitably to 
their Profcfſion : Since other- 
wiſe a great deal of the Irreli- 

2 g1on 
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Some Paſſages of the Life - Þ 8 
gion and Atheiſm that is among 
us, may too juſtly be charged! 
on them : For wicked Men arfil 


:dclighted out of meaſuxe whafſC 


they diſcover ill things in them 8! 
and conclude from thence noo! 
only that they are Hypocrits il 
but that Religion it (elf 15/afil 
cheat. L 

But I faid to him upon thy 
Head, That though no goodfal 
Man could continue in th0 
practice of any known ſin, ye": 
ſuch might, by the violence orfÞil 
ſurpriſe of a Temptation , toſſfl 
which they are liable as muchFfl 
as others, be of a ſudden overÞ!! 
come todo an1ll thing, co their}! 


- great grief all their life after} © 


And then 1t was a very unjul t 
Inference, upon ,fome tevy! 
failings, to conclude that ſuch} 


But - 
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wut how bad ſocyer many are, 
it. cannot be denied but there 
refſarce alſo many both of the 
enfiClergy. and Laity , who give 
mIgrcat and real Demonſtrations 
offof che power Religion has over 
« flihcm ; in their Contempt of 
. ihe World,the ſtrictneſs of their 

Lives, their readineſs to forgive 
I [njurics, to rcheve the Poor, 
ind to do good onall Occaſi- 
tons: And yct cven theſe may 
have their failings, cither in ſuch 
things wherein their Conſtitu- 


toff tons are weak;,or their Tempta- 


ch tions ſtrong and ſudden: And 
ef n all ſuch caſes we are .to 
arfjudge of Men, rather by the 
x0 courſe of their Lives, than by 
if} the Errors, that they through 
yo infirmity or ſurprize may. haye 
>| [lipt mee: : 
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Theſe were the chief Heads 


we diſcourſed on; and as far as 
I can remember, I have faith 


fully repeated the ſubſtance of 
our Arguments : I have not 
concealed the ſtrongeſt things 


he ſaid to- me, but though I 
have not enlarged on all the 


Excurſions of his Wit 1n ſet- 


ting them off, yet I have given 


them: their full ſtrength, as he 


expreſſed them; and as far as I 


could recolle&t, have uſed his 
own words : So that I am afraid 


| ſome may cenſure me for ſet- 
ting. down theſe things fo 


largely, which Impious Men 
may make an 1] uſe of, and 


- gather together to encourage 
and defend themſelves in their Þ 
Vices : But if they will com- 
pare them with the Anſwers 
made to them, and the Senſe ] 


that 
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f 
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'Fthat ſo great and refined a Wit 
"Thad of them afterwards, I hope 
Fthey may through the bleſling 
' of God be not altogether 1net- 
{ectual. 
| The iſſue of all our Dif 
"courſe was this ; he told me, He 
aw Vice and Impicty were as 
contrary to humane Society, as 
- wild Beaſts Ict looſe would be ; 
- Hand therefore he firmly reſolved 
'Btochange the whole method of 
his Life ; ro become ſtrictly juſt 


ind true , to be Chaſte -and 


 PTemperate, to forbear Swear- 
Bing and irrchgious Diſcourſe, 
| to worſhip and pray co his Ma- 
| Fier: And that though he was 

not arrived at a full perſwaſion 
- Yof Chriſtianity, he would never 

employ his Wit more to run it 
- Idown, or to corrupt others. 


Of 
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Of which I have ſince a furÞ! 
ther aſſurance, from a Perſon off 
Quality, who converſed much} 
with him , the laſt year of higſ® 
life ; to whom he would oftenÞ® 
ſay "That he was happy, if hc | 
rr believe, and that he wouldf® 
never endeavour to draw him 
from 1t- 
To all this I 9] That l 
a Vertuous Life would be very 
uncaſie to him, unleſs Vicious! y 
Inclinatious were removed: I 
would otherwiſe be a perpetudlf 
conſtraint. Nor could it be [i 
effected without an inward 
Principle to change him ; and 
that was only to be had by Pl; 
plying himſelf to God for t 
in frequent and earneſt Pray: 
ers: And Iwas ſure if his Mind 
were once cleared of theſe Dif? 


orders, and cured of thok b 
; Diſtem4 
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ePiſtempers, which Vice brought 
on 1t, fo great an Underſtanding 
4gfould ſoon ſee through all 
|.ihoſe {]1ghts of Wit, that do feed 
Atheiſm and Irrehigion ; which 
tſhave a falſe glittering 1n them, 
j{ftiar dazles ſome weak-ighted 
Minds, who have not capacity 

mough to penetrate further 
arfitan the Surfaces of things : 
ry md ſo they ſtick in theſe Toyls, 
hich the ſtrength of his Mind 
yould ſoon break thorough, if 
aſ* were once freed from thoſe 
belitings chac deprefled and dark- 
eFfeacd 1t. I 
1d At this paſs he was when he 
1pſycnc from London, about the 
Jocginning © of April : He had 
jor been long in the Country 
ndjYhen he thought he was fo 
ave, that ' being to go to his 
feEftate in Somerſer/bire he rode 
" / _ _rhicher 
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Some Paſſages of the Life . | 
thither Poſt. This heat andfj 


 Wolent motion did fo inflame 


an Ulcer, that was in his Blad- 
der, that it raiſed a very greaf}. 
pain in thoſe parts: Yet he 
with much difficulty came 
back by Coach to the Lodge 
at Woodſtock:Park. He was then 
wounded both in Body and 
Mind: He underſtood Phylick 
and his own Conſtitution and 
Diſtemper ſo well, that he con-J. 
cluded he could hardly reco- 
ver : For the Ulcer broke, and 
yaſt quantities of purulent mat- 
ter paſt with his Urine. But 
now the Hand of God touched] 
him, and as he told me, Itwasſ 
not only a: general. dark Me- 


 lancholy over his Mind, ſuch 


as he had formerly felt ; but a 
moſt penetrating cutting Sot- 
row. So that though in his 
Body 


Fotinn of Jotin E, of Rochieſter. 
' Body he ſuffered extream pally 


for fome Wecks, yet the Ago- 
onies of his Mind ſometimes 


ſwallow'd up the ſenſe of what 


he felt in bh Body. He told 
me, arid gave It me. in charte 
to tell it to one for who 
he was much concern'd, that 
though thete were nothing to 
come op rh this life, yet all the 
Pleaſures he had ever known iti 


Sin,were hot worth that tortiire 


he had felt in his Mind : He con- 
ſidered he had not only neglect- 


ed and diſhoriourcd, but had ©- 


Pony defy'd his Maker, #nd 


d drawn many octiers intd 


| the like Impietics: So that he 
looked on himſelt as one chaf 


was in great danger of being 
danin'd. He then fet himſelf 
wholly to turn to God iinfe;gii- 
tdly, ahd co do all that Ty 
K pothb 
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poſſible in thar little remainder 
of his life which was before 


him, to redeem thoſe great 
portions of it that he had for: 


merly ſo ill employed. The 


| Miniſter that attended con- 


ſtantly on him, was . that good 
and worthy Man. Mr. Parſons; 


his Mothers Chaplain, who hath 


ſince his Death preachcd, ac- 
cording to the Directions he 
received from him, his Funcral 
Sermon ; 1n whichthere are {0 
many remarkable Paſſages, that 
I ſhall refer my Reader to them, 
and will repeat. none of them 


here, that I may not thereby 
leflen his deſire to edific himſelf 


by that excellent Diſcouiſe, 


which hath given ſo great and 


5 gcneral a. ſatisfaction to. all 


ood and judicious Readers. - I 
fl Ou cyrlorily of every 
|  thimg, 


- 
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with him'; and' by thelc help 
he was ſodireted andTahb Jp 
£d, that he might .not on the 

4 K 2 ones 


one hand fatisfie himſelf with 
too ſuperficial a” Repentance, 
nor on the other hand. be our 
of meaſure oppreſſed with a 
Sorrow without hope. As ſoon 
as I heard he was 1ll, but yet in 
ſuch a condition that 1 might - 
write to: him, I wrote a Letter 
to the beſt purpoſe 1 could. 
He ordered one that was then 
with him, to aflure me 1t was 
very welcome to him : but nor 
ſatisfied with that, he ſent me 
an Anſwer, which, as the Coun- 
tels of Rocheſter his Mother told 
me; he d ted every word, 
and then ſigned it. 1 was' once 
unwilling to have publiſh'd It 
becauſe of a Complement in it 
to my ſelf, far aboye my merit, 


and not very well ſuiting with 
tus Condition. 


But 
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© But the ſenſe he expreſles 
in it of the Change then 
wrought on him, hath upon 
ſecond thoughts prevail d with 


me to publiſh it, leaving out 


what concerns my ſelf. 


WEEE< GEICO 


Wood(tock-Park, 
June 25. 1680. Oxfordſhire. 


My moſt Honour'd Dr. Burnett, 


TT Spirits and Body de- 
cay ſo equally together, 
that | fball write you a Let- 
ter as weak as I amin Perſon. 
Þ begin to value Church-men 


above all Men in the World, 


&, If God be yet pleaſed 
K 3 =_ 
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to ſpare, me: louger ip this 
Wozld, 1 bope in your Con 
werſation to be exalted 10 that 
degree of Piety, that the 
World may ſee how much 
I abbor what I ſo long lo- 
ved, and bow much I plory 
in Repentance, and in God's 
Service. Beſtow your Pray- 
_ ers upon me, that God would 
ſpare me- (if # be his good 
_ Will) tw fhew a true Reperr 
tance and Amendment of Life 
for the time tocome : Or elſe 
if the Lord pleaſeth to put an 
end 10. my,\wordly being now, 
that The would mercifully ac- 
cept of. my. Death-Bed Re- 


pen ance 
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pentance , and perform that 
Promiſe that He hath been 
pleaſed to make, That at what 
fime ſoever a Sinner doth 
Repent, he would receive 
him. Put up theſe Prayers 
moſt dear Dofor, to Almighty 
God for your moſt Obedient 
and Languiſhing Servant. 


R ocheſtc Is 
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He told me when I ſaw him, 
That he hoped I would come to 
him upon that general Infinua- 


tion of the defire he had of my 
Company; ' and he was oth 
to. write More plainly not 
knowing whether I could cafi- 


ly ſpare ſo much time. I told 


him, that on the' other hand, 
I looked ON 1t as a preſumption 
to come ſo far when he was in 
ſuch excellent hands ; and tho 
periaps the freedom formerly 
etween us, might have excuſed 
it with thoſe x0 whom it was 
. known, yet it might have the 
appearance of *fo much Vanity, 
to ſuch as were ſtrangers to it ; 


ſo that ill T received his Letter: 3 


I did not think it convenient to 
cone to him': and then not 
hearing * that there was any 


danger of a ſudden change, I 
Sral3r.-' " delayed 
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delayed going to him till the 
Twenticth of July. Art my 


coming to his Houſe an acct- 


dent fell out not worth men- 
toning, but that ſome haye 
made a ſtory of it. His Ser- 
vant, being a French-man,carried 
up my Name wrong, ſo that he 
Smiſtook it for. another, who 
had ſent to him, that he would 
undertake his Cure, and he be- 


ing reſolved not to meddle with 
him, did not care to fee him :. 


This nuſtake laſted ſome hours, 
with which I was the better con- 
tented, becauſe he was not'then 
in ſuch a condition, that my 
being about him could have 
been of any uſe to him ; for that 
Night was like to have been his 
laſt. He had a Convulſion-Fit, 
and raved ; but Opiates being 
given him, after ſome- hours 
| talks: oo reſt, 
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abhorence conceriiing himfelf 


| Redcemer : Whar Horrors he 
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reſt, his raving left him ſo e&x 
rirely ; , that It never-again res | 
turned to him- nc 
I cannot eaſily expreſs hi 
Tranſ port he was 1n, when he I! 
awokeand ſaw me by him: He [2 
brake out in the tendereft Ex wh 
preffions concerning my kind: 
neſs incoming lo far to fee ſuchW 
a One, uſing terms of great 


which I forbear to relate. He 
cold me, as his ſtrength ſerved 
bin at ſeveral ſnatches. for he 
was then fo low, that he could 
not hold up diſcourſe long at 
once, what ſenſe he had of his 

paſt life; what ſad apprehen- 
oa for having ſo offended his 
Maker , and diſhonoured his 


had gone through; and how 


much his Mind was turned to 
call 
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all on God, and on his cruci- 
ied Say1our : ſo that he hoped 
the ſhould obtain Mercy, yan 
he believed he had ſincerely re- 
vented 3 and had now a calm 
1. his "Mind after that ftorm 
that he had becn in for ſome 
BVccks. He had ſtrong Ap- 
"Jeu rchenſions and RE. of 
us admittance to Heaven ;: of 
which hc fpake once. not with- 
qut ſome extraordinary Emoti- 
on. It was indeed the. only 

e that he ſpake with. any 
5F warmth to, me; For his 
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pirits, were then low ,. and ſo 

ſpent, : that though thoſe 
bout him told me, He had cx- 
prefled formerly great fexvour 
'$4n his Devotions ; yet Nature 
was ſo much ſunk, that theſe 
; Pere in, a great meaſure fallen 

off But he made me. pray 
often 


wot be 5 


— 
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often with him ; and poke of 
his Converſion 'to 'God' as x 
thing now grown up in him to 


Y GY % þ 
0 WIS # ” 
* , 2 22580 - _Y 
 % Pa, : 
g . - tb 


a 
I 
Pa 


a fetled and calm ſerenity. He ſer 
was very anxious to know my ſj 


Opinion of a Death-Bed Re: 


 pentance. I told him, Thatſſke 


beforeI gaveany Reſglution | In 


that, it would be convenient m 


that I ſhould be acquainted 


more particularly with the Cir- . 
cumftances and progreſs of his | 


Repentance. 
Upon this he ſatisfied me mn 


many particulars. He ſaid, He F 


was now perſwaded both of 


the truth of Chriſtianity, and 


of the power of inward Grace, 
of which he gave me thus 


| ftrange account. He ſaid, 


Mr. Parſons 1n order to his Con- 
viction, -read to him the 53: 


Chapter of the Prophcſie of |. 
Iſaiab, | 


* 


, and Death: of John E. of Rocheſter. x4 


ſaiah, and compared that with 
f ſthe Hiſtory of our Saviours 
2 Paſſion, that he might there ſee 
oy * \Prophelic Concerning it Writ- 
ſn many Ages before it was 
done z which the 7ews that 
- Iblaſp hemed Jeſus Chriſt fill 
t kept in their hands, as a Book 
n fdivinely inſpired. He ſaid to 
nc, That as he heard it read, be 
l lt an inward force upon him, 
2 Þpbich did ſo enlighten his Mind, 
s Bind convince him, that he could 
4 reſt [1 it 10 longer: For the words 
1 bed an authority which did ſboot 
: Bike Rays or Beams in his Mind; 
Uh that 8 was not only convinced 
by. the Reaſonings he had about 
4 which ſatisfied his Underſland- 
Ping, bat by a 7 war which did fs 
; pmang conſtratn him, that he 
- Bdid ever after as firmly believe i 77 
« Fhis Saviour, as if be had ſeen 
him 


Ver. 1. 


Ver. 2, 


him in he C houds. He had made(® 
it be read ſo ofren to him, al 
he had got it by heart: and 
went through a'great part oft 
in diſcourſe with me, with a ſort 
of heavenly Pleaſure, g1ving 


mehis Reflections on it. 
few I remember, Who hath be. 
lieved our Report? Here, he fad, 
was foretold the Oppoſition the 
Goſpel was to meet with from ſuth 
Wretches as he was.” He hath 
Form nor Contlinefs, and when me 
Jhalt ſee him, there is no beat) 


that we ſhould deſire him. On 


this he ſaid, The meanneſs of hi 


appearance and Perſon has mad: 


vain and fooliſh People diſparage 
Him, becauſe he came not in 


a Fools-C oat as they delight in. 


Whar he ſaid on the other parts 
I do not- well remember: 5 
indeed I was ſo" effected ”, 
what 


Sortte 


"— 
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pg ubar he ſaid then to me, that 
& gencral tranſport 1 was un» 

der uring the whale diſcourſe, 

made me leſs capable: to re- 

nember theſe Particulars, as I 

wiſh I had done. 

2} He told mc, That he had 


; {ment with great farisfaction, 
Band that was cncreaſed by the 


receiving it with. him; who 
had: been for forme years miſled 
: into the Commumon- af the 
) Church of Rome, and he him- 
klIf had. been nat a litele: In- 
, | frumental 1n procuring” it, as 
, be. freely acknowledged. 'So 
h that it was One 'of the joytulleſt 
; things that befcll him in'-lis 
F Fg that he had. ſeen- that 
} Mifchict removed, in which-be 
| fad. fo. great, a Hang-:- Ani 


during 


thereupon received the  Sacra- 


f pleaſure he bad in his Latles 
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during his whole Sickneſs, he 
expreſſed ſo much tenderneſs 
and true kindneſs to his Lady, | 

that as 1t eaſily defaced the || 
remembrance of every thinf 
wherein he had been in fault 
tormetly, ſo it drew from her 
the moſt paſhonate care and 
concern for' him that was poſ- 
ſible ; which indeed deſerves a 
higher Character than 1s decent 
to give of a Perſon yet alive. 
But I ſhall : confine my Dif- 
courſe to the Dead. 

He told me, He had over: 
come all his Reſentments to all 
the World; ſo that he bore ll 
will to no Perſon, nor hated 
any . upon perſonal accounts. 
He had given atrue tate of his 
Debts, and had ordered to pay 
them all, as far' as his Eſtate 
that was not ſetted could go þ 
| | an 
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ind was confident that if all 
that was owing to him 'were 
paid to his Executors, his Cre- 
ditors would be all ſatisfied. He 
ſaid, he found' his Mind now 
poſlefſed with another ſenſe of 
things, than ever he had for- 


merly : He did not repine under 


all his pain, and in one of the 
ſharpeſt Firs he was under while 
I was with him, he ſaid, He 
did willingly ſubmit ; and look- 
ihg up to. Heaven, ſaid, God's 
Holy will be done, 1 bleſs him for 
all he does to me. - He profeſied 
he was contented either to dye 
bt live, as ſhould pleaſe God : 
And though it was a fooliſh 
thing for a Min to pretend to 


chuſe, whether le would dic 
or live yet he wiſhed rather to 


dic. He knew he could never 
be ſo well, that Iife ſhonld be 
% L come 
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cries ro. him. He Ts 
confident he ſhould be hap 

if he dicd, but he'feared 1! 

lived he might Relapfe : Ah 
then ſaid' he to me, In whats 
condition ſhall I be, if I Relapſe 
after all this? But, he ſaid, he 
trufted'in the Grace and Goodneſ, 
of God, and was reſolved to avoid 
all thoſe Temptations, that C ozrſe | 
of Life, and Company, that was 
likely to inſnare him: . And he 
defired to live on no other ac- 
count, but that he might by the 


change of his Manners ſome may 


zake off the high Scandal his for- 


mer Behaviour had given. - All 


theſe things at ſeyeral times 1 


had from -him, beſides ſome 


. Meſſages which very. well bc: 


came a dying Penitent to ſome 


of his former Friends, and a 
Charge to publiſh any thing 


CON- 
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concerning him, that might be 
a mean tO reclaim others. Pray- 
ing God, that as his life had hos 
much hurt, fo his death might do 


ſome good. 
Having underſtood all theſe 


_ things from him, and being 


preſſed to give him my Opinion 
plainly about his Eccrnal State ; 


I cold. him, That though the - 


Promiſes of the Goſpel T4 all 
depend upon a real pe hm: of 
Heart and Life, as the indif Pen- 


| fable condition upon which 


they were made; and that it 
was ſcarce poll ble to know ccr- 
tainly whether our Hearts are 
changed, unleſs it appearcd ut 
Our lives ; and the Repentance 
of moſt dying Meg, being like 


the howlings of condemned 
Priſoners for Pardon ; Whict 


flowed from no ſenfe of their 


L 2 Crimes; 
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Crimes, but from the horrour 
of approaching Death ; there 
was little reaſon to encourage || - 
any to hope much from ſuch 
Sorrowing ; yet certainly if the || 
Mind of a Sinner, even on a | 
Death-Bed, be truly renewed 
and turned to God, ſo great 1s. 
his Mercy, that he will receive 
him, even in that extremity. 
He ſaid, He was ſure his. Mind 
was entirely turned, and though. 
Horrour had given him his firſt 
awaking, yet that was now grown 
up into a ſetled Faith and Con- 
verſion. 

There 1s but one prejudice 
lies againſt all this, to defeat 
the good Ends of Divine Pro- 
vidence by it upon others, as 
well as on *himſclf; and that 
Is that it was a part of his 
Diſcaſe, and that the lownefs oy 
is 
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his Spirits made ſuch an altera- 
tion 1n him, that he was not 
what he had formerly been : 
And this ſome have carricd fo 
far as to ſay, That he died mad : 
Theſe Reports | are raiſed by 
thoſe who' are unwilling that 
the laſt Thoughts or Words of 
a Perſon, every way ſo extra- 
ordinary, ſhould have any ct- 
feet cither on themſelves or 
others: And it 1s to be fear'd, 
that ſome may have ſo far 
ſeared their Conſciences, and 
exceeded the common Mea- 
ſures of Sin and Infidelity, that 
| neither this Teſtimony, nor one 
j coming from the Dead, would 
'f1 enific much rowards their 
Conviction. That this Lord 
was cither mad or ſtupid, 1s a 
mp ſo notoriouſly uacrue , 
Artis the greateſt Impudence 
L3 for 
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for any . that were about him, 
co report it; and a very un- 
reaſonable Credulity 3 in others 
to bclicye it. All the while 1 
was with him, after he had flepy 

out the diſorders of che Fir 4 
was 1h the firſt Night, he was 
not only without Ravings, but 
had a clearneſs in his Thoughts, 
in his Memory, 1a his Reflecti- 
ons on things and Perſons, far 
beyond whar I ever ſaw 1n a 
Perſon ſo low in his ſtrength. 
He was 'not able to hold out 
Jong 1 in Diſcourſe, for his Spi- 
rits failed; but onge fora half an 


 hour,and often for a quarter of | 


an hour, after he awakened, he * 
had a Vivacity 1n his Diſcourſe 
that was extraordinary, and in 


all thipgslike himſclf. He cal- 


led often for his Children, his 
po ON the 1 now Earl of Rocheſter 
Ez Py , an 


bo; : oo 
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and his three Daughters, and 
ſpake to them with a ſenſe and 

ecling that cannot be expreſſed 
in Writing. He called me once 
to look on them all, and faid, 
y ee how good God has been to me, 

in giving me ſo many Bleſſings, 
I have carried my ſelf to Him 
The an ungracious and unthank- 
ful Dog. He once talked a great 


deal to me of Publick Afﬀairs, 


and of many Perſonsand things, 
with the ſame clearneſs of 
thought and expreſſion, that he 
had eycr done before. So that 
| by no ſign, buthis Weakneſs of 
$ Body, and giving over. Dil- 
_ courſe ſo ſoon, couldI perceiye 
a difference berween what his 
Parts formerly were, and what 
they were then... 
And thar, wherein the pre- 
' ſence of his Mind appeared 
2 4 molt, 
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noſt was, 1n the total Sane | 

of an ill habit grown ſo much 
upon him, that he could hardly 
govern himſelf, when he was 
afy ways heated, three Minuteg 
without falling into it ; 'I'mean 
Sweating. He had acknow- 
ledged to. me the former Win- 
ter, thathe abhorred it as a baſe 
and indecent thing, and had 


ſet himſelf much to: break it 


off; but he confeſſed that he 
was ſo over power'd'by that il] 


Cuſtom, that he could not. 


ſpeak with any warmth, with: 
out repeated ' Oaths, which up- 
on. any fort of provocation, 
came' almoſt naturally from 
him: Bur in his laſt Remorſcs 


this did ſo ſenſibly. affe&t him, 
R 24 a reſolute © ie conſtant 
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pon the returns of pain which 
yere very ſeyere and froquens 
upon him, the laſt day I 

with him ; or upon ſuch Dic 
pleaſures as People fick' or in 
pain are apt to take of a ſudden 
at thoſe about them : On- all 
| theſe Occaſions he neyer ſwore 
an Oath all the while I was 
there. 

Once he was offended with 
the delay of one that he. 
thought AY, not haſte-enough, 
with ſomewhat he; called for, 
and ſaid ina little hear, That 
damned Fellow : Soon after 1 
I told him, I was glad to find his 
| Style ſo ncP and thar he 
| had ſo entirely. overcome that 
ill habit of fearing; only that 
word of calling any damned, 
which had returned upon him, 
Was not decent. His Anſwer 
was 
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was, 0h that Language of Friends 
whreh was fo familiar to me, hangs 
ye#' about me : Sure none has de 
ſerved 'more to be damned than 1 
have done. And after he had 
humbly'asked God Pardon for 
t.: he defired metro call the Per- 
fon to him, that he might ask 
him forgiveneſs; but T told him 
that was needleſs, for he had ſaid. 
it of one that did not hear it, 
and fo could not be offended 
by it. 

In this difpoſition of Mind 
did he continue all the while I 
was with him, four days toge- 
ther ;\ he was then brought fo 
low that all hopes of Recovery 
was gone. © Much purulent 
matter came from him with his 
Urine, which he paſſed always 
with ſome pain ; but one"day 
with - unexpreſlible th. 
Co oo ct 
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Yet he bore it decently, without 
breaking out into Repinings, 


or impatient Complaints. He 


infagined he had a Stone in his 
Paſſage, but it being ſearched, 
none was found. The whole 
ſubſtance of his Body was 
drained by the Ulcer, and no- 
thing was left but Skin and 


| Bone ; and by lying much on 


his Back, the Ig chere began- 
fo mortifie. But he had becn 
formerly ſo low, that he ſeemed 
as much paſt all hopes of hte as 


now ; which made him one 


Morning after a full and ſweet 
Nights reſt procured by Lax- 
danum, given him withour his 
knowledge; to fancy it was an 
effort of Nature, -and to begin 
to Entertain ſome hopes of Re- 
covery : For he ſaid, He telt 
himſelf perfectly well, and ", 

hl 
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go off intime; and then he cn- 
rertained me with the Scheme 


he had nothing ailing him, butan 
extream weaknels, which mi ght 


he had laid down for the reſt 
of his life, how retired, how 
ſtrict, and, how ſtudious he 1n- 
tended to be : But this was ſoon 
over, for he quickly felt that it 


was only the effect of a good. 
ſleep, and that he was ſtill in a 


very deſperate ſtate. 
F thought to have left him 
on Friday, but not without 


ſome Paſſion he delired me to 


ſtay that day : There appeared 
no Symptom of preſent Death ; 

and a Worthy Phyſician ther 
with him, told me, That though 
he was ſo low that an accident 


might carry im away on a 


faddain. 'yet without that, he 
thought he nught live yet 


ſome | 
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ſome Weeks. So on Saturday 
at Four of the Clock in ihe 
Morning I left him, being the 
24th of Fuly. Bur Idurſt not 
take leave of him ; for he had 
expreſſed ſo great An unwilling- 
neſs to part with me the day 
before, that if I had not pre- 
(ently yielded co one days ſtay, 
fit was like to' have given 
tim ſome trouble, therefore [ 
thought 1t better to leave him 
without any Formality. Some 
Fhours after he asked for me, 
ind whenit was told him, I was 


20ne, he ſeem'd to be troubled, : 


ind ſaid, Has my Friend left me, 
then 1 ſhall die ſhortly. After 
that he ſpake but once or 
tice tll The died ; He lay 


much ſilent: Once they heard 


um praying very deyoutly. 
And 
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And on Monday about Two ofÞ. 
the Clock in the Morning, hef, 
died, without any Convulſton, or 


ſo much as a groan. 


* 
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the CONCLUSION. 


oh 5s he hved , and thus 
he diced in:the Three. and 
Thirueth Year 'of his Age. 
Nature had fitted him Pr 


bis things, and his Know- 


and Obſervation quali- 

'd: him to have been one of 
he moſt extraordinary - Men, 
not only of his Nation, but of 
the Age he,lived. in; and I. do 
rerily | belicve;. that if God had 
JIthought fic ro: have continued 
tefllim longer +in the World, he 
Thad been the Wonder and De- 
Pie of all thar knew him, But 
the: infinite. Wiſe God knew 
— better what. was fit for him; 
find what the Age deſerved: 
For Men who have.ſo caſt bf 

a 


all ſenſe of God - and Religion, Þ 
deſerve not ſo ſignal a Blefling, 
4s the Example and Conviction 
which the reſt of his life might 
have given them. And I am 
apt to think that the Divine 
Goodneſs took Pity on him, and 
ſeeing the ſincerity of _ his Re- | 
pentance, would try and ver:- 
ture him no more in Circums 
ſtances of Temptation, perhaps 
too hard for Humane Frail. 
Now he 1s at teſt, and I am ve- | 
ry confident enjoys the Fruity 
of his late, but ſincere Reper- 
tance. But ſuch as live, and 
ſtill go on1n their Sins and Im- 
pieties, and will tiot be awaken- 
ed neither by this nor the 0- 
_ ther Allarms thatare abour their 
Ears, are, it ſeems, given up by 
God to a judicial Hardneſs and 
Impemtency: ar 

Here 
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Here is a publick Inſtance of 


ew who lived of: theirſSige, 
- but could: not die of ' 1t :+ And 
though none of all our Liber- 
.fines underſtood bercer than he, 
the ſecret Myſteries; of Sin, had 
more ſtudied every thing that 
could ſupport a Man 1n it, and 
. had more reſiſted all external 


means of Convict:.on -than he 


' had done ; Yet when the Hand 


of God inwardly touched him, 


_ hecould no longer 4ich againſt 
thoſe Pricks, but humbled him- 
ſelf under that Mighty Hand, 


and as he uſed ,often-to ſlay. 1n 


| his Prayers, He who had fo often 


. denied Him found then ;:no other 


Shelter but his Mercies and Com- 


 paſſuons; 


I have written this Account 


-withall the cenderneſs and cautr 
.-on Icould uſe,and in whatſoever 


AI: I may 
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I may have failed; 1 haye been 
tri in the truth of what'I 

have related, remembring that 
of Fob, will ye lie for God'd Re 
ligion has Strength and Evi- 
dence enough in 1t ſelf, and 
needs no Support from Lyes, 
and made Storics. I do not 
pretend to have given the for- 
mal wordsthathe ſaid, though 
- T have done that where I could 
'remember them. Bur I hayc 
written this with the ſame Sin- 
cerity, that I would have done; 
had T known had been to dic 
immediately after Thad finiſhed 
-1t. T did not take Notes of 
our Diſcourſes laſt Winter at- 
ter we parted; fo I may have 
perhaps in the ſetting. our of 
"my - Anſwers to him, have cn 
larged on: ſeveral things both 
more fully and 'more a 4 
OP TA than 


than I could ſay them in ſuch 
free Dicoieſes as we had. I 
am not: ſo ſure of all' I ſer 


down as ſaid by me, as I am' of 


all faid by him to me. Buc 
yet the ſubſtance of the: 'greats 
eſt part, even of that, 1s the 
ſame. 

It remains that 1 humbly 
arid earneſtly befeech- all chat 
ſhall take this ' Book 'in' their 
hands, that they will conſider 
It entirely : and not wreſt ſome 
parts to an 1l] intention. God 
the Searcher of Hearts, knows 
with' what Fidelity [ have wric 
it';.'Bur'if any will drink up 
only the Poiſon that may be in 
n, withour taking alſo the An- 
tidote' here given to thoſe 1!l 
Principles;/ or conſidering 'the 


fenſe that” this great Perſon 'had 
of them, when he refleted 


M 2 ſert- 
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 ſeriquſly anthem gland will, ras 
gher cophirin thearſelyes)nitheir; 
my WAYS. by the;Scruples and. 
Objections which 1 fct.down,, 
than be-,cdifed by .the; other, 
parts-of,at * As-Þ, will look on 
x; as 2 great Infchcity, that 
ſhould have ſaid any thing that 
may; ſigengrhen. them. 17; their | 
lmpieries x, 50... the; fincerity, 
of..my;Intentions,wull, 


1,g08bt; 
not, excuſe meat; his. bands, to 
whonvl offer pp; this ſmall. Ser- 
Yd. - 1, tave, now ; performed, -ih 
5 the ;beſt MNANNCY L could 3 what, 
was kfr.on'me by; this ;Noble 
Lord, and: have done wath-the, 

part of; an; Hiſtarian.;. I ſhall in 
the next, place. ſay fomeyhas.,1as 

a, Divine. ,;$0, extraordinary; A 
Icxt docs'almalt force. Ser 
mon, Beugh 1t,15plaingnough 
FO & b< | i 


__ andDeathotjoln E; of Rocheſter. 
iff, rand fpeaks wich fo Totid 
a Voice, that thoſe who/arehbt 
awakened/by ir, will © perhaps 


conlider nothing (that T can ſay. 


It our Libertines will become 
ſo' far ſober as to examine their 
former Courſe of Life; wich 
chat: difingagement” afd/1mpar- 
crality , which they -muſt'” ac 
knowledge a'wiſe /Man' ought 
to'/uſe! m/ rhirigs *of*'grcareſt 
Conſequence, -and) balfarice the 
Accoluntiofwhat they hive-Eot 


. 
k 


by their Debaucheries, with the 


Mifchiets' they”! Bave' -broughy 
on 'thetnſelves and? bthers by © 


chem, they will ſoon "ſee' hae 
a thad Bargain they have made. 
Some Diverſion; Mirth, and 
Pleaſure is all: they 'can/pronuſe 
themſelves; butito obeain-this, 
how many 'Evils/ are they to 
ſuffer 2 How have raany. waſted 


M 3 their 
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their Fa Wear many 
Diſcaſes. on their Badies,. and 
precipitated} their Age in the 
purſuitof thoſe things ? And. as 
they bring. old Age early on 
_ themlſelves,. ſo it becomes al mi: 
ſcrable ſtate. of lifeto thegreat- 
elt parti of them; Gouts, Stran 

— gurtes; and other Infirmities, /be- 
vg ſevere Reckonings for;their 
Follies ; nor ; to: mention 
the more. loathſome 'Diſcaſcs, 
with ;their -no leſs; loathſome 
and troubleſotne. Cures, which 
they muſt | often go. through, 
who deliver themſelves. up -to 
forbidden Pleaſures; Many. are 
disfigur'd belide, withthe marks 
of their/ Intemperance- | and 
Lewdacſs, and whichis yet. ſad- 
Ker,, 4 infection is derived: of- 
F4cntimes on their Innocent; bur 
Era Wu, who being dce- 
A ſcended 


| andDeathof John E, of Rocheſter. 
ſcended from ſo vitiated an 


Original, ſuffer for their Exceſ- 
ſes. There Fortunes ' are pro- 


fuſeſly waſted, both by their 
neglect of their Aﬀairs, they 
being ſo buried in Vice, that 
they cannot employ either their 
Time or Spirits, fo much ex- 
hauſted by Intemperance, to 
conſider them ; and by that 
Prodical Expence which their 
Luſts put them upon. They 


ſuffer no leſs in their Credit, 
the chief mean to recover an. 


intangled Eſtate; for that irre- 


gular Expence forces them to. 


ſo many mean ſhifts, makes 


them ſo often falſe to all their 
Promiſes and Reſolutions, that: 

- they muſt needs feel how much 
they have loſt; that which a 
Gentleman, and Men of inge- 
nuous .tempers do: ſometimes. 
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prefer cvers toilife ir: (elf; their. 
Honour and: Reputation. Nor. 
dothcy ſuffer Js in the Nobler 
. powers of 'their Minds, which, | 
tya long courſe of ſuch difſo-; 
_ Jare Pradtices, comertofipkand 
degenerateſo far, thatnot-afew, : 
vw hefe ' fwſt Elofloms gave the 
moſt promiſing Hopes; have fo. 
wither d, asto become incapable: 
of great and generous Under-: 
takings, and to: be diſabled to 
cvery thing,” but to-wallow like 
Swine in the filth.of Senſuality, 
their Spirits. being diſlipated, 
and 'their Minds ſo nummed, 
as to be .wholly unfe for buſi- 
neſs, and cven indiſpoſed to 
think. 
Thar'this dear ;price / ſhould 
be paid for a little wild: Mirth,: 
or groſs and corporal Pleaſure, 


sa thing of ſuch imparalelled 
Folly, 


and Death of:Jolin E;.of Rocheſter. 
Folly, thar'if there were not too 


many ſuch Inſtances before us, 


t©might ſeem 1ncredible. To 
all this we mult add the Hor- 


rours that their 11] Actions raiſe 
in them, - and the hard - ſhifts- 
they are. put to. to ſtave off 


theſe , either by being perpe- 
wally drunk or mad, or by an 
habitual diſuſe of thinking gle 


reflecting ' on their Actions ,: 
and ( 1f theſe Arts will-nor per-. 


fectly quiet - them ), by taking 


Sanctuary, in ſuch Acheiſticnt 


Principlesas may at Jeaſt ' miti- 
rate the; ſowrneſs 'of their 


Ithboughts, though they. can- 


not abſolutely ſcrele their 
Minds. 

If. the. ſtate of: Mankind 4 
Humane Socictics are conlider- 
ed, what Miſchicts, be eq ual 
to. thoſe which iow of theſe 
Courlſcs 
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Courfes. Such Perſons are a 
Plague where ever-they come ; 
they can neither be truſted nor 
beloved, having caſt off both. 
Trath and Coodads. which 
procure-Confidence and attraR 
Love: they corrupt ſome by 
their 11] Practices, and do irre- 
parable Injuricsto thereſt ; they 
run. great Hazards, and put 
themſelves to much crouble, 
and all this to do what is in 
their power to make Damna- 
tion- as ſure to themſelves as 
poſſibly they can. What In- 
fluence this has on the whole 
Nation is but too viſible ; How 
the Bonds of Nature, Wedlock| 
and all other Relations are 
quite broken. - Vertue is thought | 

_ an Antick piece of- Formality, h 
and Religion the effe&t of flor 

_ Cowardiſe or Ry 'Thele It; 

arc Þ: 


*. 
«S. 
Yn. of hn 
S- 
- Ls o 
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Hare the Men that would Re- 
| em the World, by bringing 
"Eitunderi'a new Syſtem of In- 
tellectual and Moral Principles; 
but bate them'a few bold and 
kwd Jeſts, what have they ever 
done, 'or | deſigned 'to/ > th to 


make chem” be remembred; ex-. 


r cept it be with dereſtarion 2 
© {They are the Scorn of 'the' pre- 
: ſenc'/ Age, and their Names muſt 
1 rot in the next. Here they 
- ſhave 'before them 'an Inſtance 
$ of one who was deeply -cor- 
tpted with © the Contagion 
Ivhich he. farſt | derived! from 
others, but! unhappily heighren« 
ed'it much tnmfelf. He was a 
. e PMaſter indeed, and'not-a barc 
4 | 
7; Iincſe: are' who repear, and thar 
of facie ſeurvily, whar! they-may 
ſe avec heard-from hins or ſome 
re: others, 


trifler with Wir, as 'ſorne'of 
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others , and with: Im = =ooied 
and - Laughter: will face-rthe 
World down, asf they were | 
co teach it Wiſdom; who, God I 
knows, . cannot follow one | 
/ Thought a ſtep further-thanas 
they have .conned 1t.; and-take 
from/them their borrow'd: Wn 
and their 'mimical Humour; 
and they will preſently : appeat 
what-they indeed are, the leaſt 
and:lowelt of Men. 1: 201 B* 
If they- will, or: Fo ers Carl Y*; 
think a lirtle, I with they would BY 
cantider that. by:: their own 
Principles, they 'capnot be. ſurcl 
that' Religion 1s only. a! Contr I 
vance ; all they pretend: tos Pf 
only © weaken ſome : Argue 
ments that are. brought for 1: Þ* 
_ -but they havenotBrow cnoughP” 
to. ſay, They -can/prave thaty* 
their own Principles - are wo i 
Py 0 i 
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So: chat at moiſt they bring their 
Cauſe ino higher, than that: it 
is poſſible Religion may not be 
Sirue. Bur till it! 1s poſſible: (ir 
nay; be. true, and: they have:no 
ame: {ctc:that- wall deny: that 
&.18-alſo - probable it 'may be 
trac ; and1fiſo, then what mad 
Men are they.who;rumn: ſo great 
+hazard for nothing:?: By: their 
ovin Confeſlion atrmay: be there 
$a God; a;Judgment,and a:Life 
to:come; arid: if ;fo;;:then;-He 
1 ſhac;beheves: theferthings, and 
q {ires:according:/to; themy; as ho 
c[f919ys 3:long courſe of| Health | 
- and quiet:of 'Mind; an innocent 
is {1h of many: true: Pleaſures, 
+ (8d the'Serenities.which Vertue 
ty Riſes: IN; bin, -with: the good 
ch Will. and Friendſhip, whichcut 
x rocures: him: from others;':So 
hen he dies, 1t theſe things 
0 prove 
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outhve ns' Error, norſhall "ie Ft 
afterwards raife trouble or dif: I} 
quiet 1n-hins 1t he then ceaſes 'to Ju 
L, 


be: But if-cheſe; things be rrue; (| 


that/State, where'his preſent fo 


ſmall- Services thall'be! fo 6x: It! 
ccſhvely rewarded. "The Liber- | 
:4nes on the other ſide, as-'rhey i 
know -they::nmſt- die,” 10:the 
thoughts of Dearh' mutt tbe j. 
always :melancholy to then; f 


of that which yer: they -/know 
cannot be very: far fron then? Þi 
The leaſt ' painful 1Jez" they can i 
have 'of 1t-1s, that ie 1s-an'exf 


they;are nor iſurcieveriof chit Þt 
Some! fecret'' Whiſpers: :warhinÞ 
make:them, rwherher: they'-willÞ 
or::nor, {tremble at the'Appreftec 
4 henf1ons} 


- ahbvDeath of John E. of Rocheſter. 
henſfions of another State ;  nei- 
ther their Tinſel-Wit, nor ſp- 
{pcrficial Learning, nor their 
impotent Aflaules npon the 
weak fide, as they think, of Re- 
 Ulgion, nor the boldeſt Notions 
 Nof Impicty, will hold them up 
; then. Of all which T now 
. Bpreſent ſo lively an Inflance, as 
; {perhaps Hiſtory can ſcarce pa- 
+ Nrallel. | 
+8 Here were parts ſo cxalted 
i Þy Nature, and improved by 
ys (tudy , and yet ſo corrupted 
# find debaſed by Irrcligion and 
+Wice, that he who was made 
nf0 be one of the Glories of his 
2 Mge was become a Proverb, and 


if his Repentance had not in- 


6 Ferpoſed, would have been one 
inÞþf_ the greateſt Reproaches of 
ilk. He knew well the ſmall 
&icength of that weak _— 
1] _ and 
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.wards. abhorred'it: He'feltahef 
-Mifclnefs, and: fawithe 'madnefs} 
-of 1t;z-and therefore chough he 
lived | ro: the-ſcandal of many, 
-he: died as muchro the Edifica- 


_ -caſti-Reproach :on himſelf. and 
on Sin;”and offer up Glory tc 
 \God:i-and Religion. So that 


thence- ro: draw: - Argument 


"Some Palſages'6f-theLite:/=" 
oo at firſt deſpuſed; but afrer- 


tion-of all thoſe who/-ſaw him; 
-and becauſe / they -were bur |; 
ſmall-number, he deſired that 
.-he might even when dead, -yed 
ſpcak. He was willing norhing | 
[ſhould be concecaled-:that mig b 


though he lived a; hainous Sin 
ner, yet hedicd'a moſt oxcmpl 
;ry: Pemcent.. 

k-would be-a vain ad Ridif 
.culous-Infertnce for any fronf} 


{about the. /'abſtruſe; Secrets off 


Predeſtination;z and to-:con 
o) cludg: 


+ 3 
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clude that if they are of the 
number of the Elect, they may 
live as they will , and that Di- 
vine Grace will at ſome time 
or other violently conſtrain 
them, and irreſiſtably work up- 
on them. Bur as St. Paul was 
called to that eminent Servicc 
for which -he was appointed, 
in ſoſtupendious a manner, as 
1s no warrant for others to cx- 


pet ſuch a Vocation; ſo if 


upon ſome ſignal Occaſions 
ſuch Converſions fall out, 
which, how far they are ſhort 
of Miracles, I ſhall nor detcr- 
mine, 1t 1s not only a-vain but 
a pernicious Imagination, for 
| 'anytogo on in their 11] ways 

| Upon a fond conceit and Ex- 
uw 'pectat onthatthe like will befall 
bt 1h + For whatſocver- God's 
S\ cxtraord:nary Dealings with 
| ſome 
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ſome may be,' we are ſure his. 
common way ' of Working 1s 
by offering theſe things to our 
rational Faculties, which, by the 
aſliſtances of his Grace, if we 
improve them all we can, ſhall 
be certainly . cffectual for our 
Reformation; and if we ncg- 
le&t or abuſe theſe, we put our 
ſelves beyond the common 
' Methods of God's Mercy, and 
have no reaſon to. expect that 
Wonders ſhould be wrought 
for our Conviction ; which 
though they ſometimes hap- 
pen, that they may g1vean ct- 
fetal Alarm for the awaking 
of others, yet it would deſtroy 
the whole deſign of Religion 
1f Men ſhould depend upon, or 
look for ſuch an extraordinary 
and forcible O! FrracOR o God's 

Grace: 
And 


6 _ 
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And I hope that thoſe who 
have had ſome ſharp Reflecti- 
ons on their-paſt Lite, ſo as to 
| be reſolved to forfake-their 111 
Courſes, will not take the leaſt 
encouragement to themſelves 
1 that deſperate and unreaſon- 
able Reſolution of putting off 
their Repentance till they can 
ſinno longer, from the hopes I 
have expreſsd of this Lord's 
obtaining Mercy at the laſt ; 
and from thence preſume that 
they alſo ſhall berecerved, when 
they turn to God®* on their 
 Death-Beds : For what Mercy 
ſocver God may ſhew to ſuch 
as really were never inwardly 
touched before that time; yet 
there 1s no reaſon to think that 
thoſe who have dealt ſo diſlinge- 
nuouſly with God and their own 
Souls, as delignedly to put off 
N 2 their 
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Some Pallages of the Life 
their turning to him, upon 
ſuch Conſiderations, ſhould be 
then accepted with him. They 
may. dye ſuddenly, or by a 
Diſeaſe that may ſo diſorder 
their Underſtandings, that they 


ſhall not be in any capacity of 


Reflefting on their paſt Lives, 


The inward Converſion of our 


Minds 1s not ſo in our power, 


that it.can be cefieted. without 


Divine grace afhiſting. And 
there 1s no reaſon for thoſe 


who  haye neglected theſe Af- 


ſiſtances all their Lives, to cx- 
pect them in ſo extraordinary 
manner at their Death. Nor 
' can one, cſpecially in a Sick- 
neſs, that is quick and cri- 
tical, be able to do thoſe 
things that are often indiſpen- 


ſably neceſlary ro make his 


Repentance Fompleat : And 
yen 


and Death of John E. of Rocheſter. 


wven 1n.a longer Diſeaſe, in 
which there are larger Oppor- 
tunities for theſe things. Yet 
there 1s great Reaſon to doubt 
of-a Repentance begun and 
kept up meerly by Terror, and 
not from any ingenuous Prin- 
ciple. In which, though I'will 
not take on me to limit the 


Mercies of God, which are 


Jboundleſs, yet this muſt be 
confeſſed, that to delay Repen= 
tance, with ſuch a deſign, 15,to 
Tpurt the greateſt Concernment 
we have upon the moſt dange- 
rous-and deſperate Ifluc thar is 
poſhble.  vRQ\ 
But they thatwill ſtill go on 
In their Sins, and be ſo partial 
to them, as to uſeall endeayors 
to ſtrengthen themſelves in 
{theireyil Courſe, even by theſe 
yery things which the Provi- 
dence 


Be 
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dence'of God' ſets before them, 


for the caſting down ' of theſs 
ſtrong holds of Sin: What isto 


be ſaid toſuch? it is to be fear- 


ed, that if they obſtinately per- 
Gl, they will by degrees come 
within that Curſe, He that is 
unjuſt , let him be unjuſt flill : 
. and he that is filthy, let ' him be 
' filthy ſtill. But if our Goſpel 
is hid, it is hid to them that are 
boft, in whom the God of this World 
hath blinded the minds of them 
which believe not , left the Light 
of the Glorious Goſpel of Chriſt, 
who is the Image of God, ſhould 
ſhine unto them. 


EM NI .% 


[a= 


| 


% EE 


Books ſold by Richard Chiſwell. 
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Books Written by Gilbert Burnet, D. D. 
now Lord Biſhop of Sarum. 


: © hap Hiſtory of the Reformation of the Church of England, 

in two Volumes. Folio, | 

, —— Abridgement of the ſaid Hiſtory. Of#avo. 

« Y —— Vindication of the Ordinations of the Church of Eng- 

land. Nuarto, | 

Hiſtory of the Rights of Princes in depoſing of Eccle- 
ſiaſtical Benefices and Church-Lands. O#ave. | 

m——Life of Wiliam Bedel, D. D. Biſhop of Kilmore in Ireland ; 
together with the Copies of certain Letters which paſſed be- 
tween Mr. James Waaſworth, a late Penſioner of the Holy In- 
quiſition in Sev/l, and the ſaid Bedel. OFawvo. | 

———— Some Paſſages of the Life and Death of John, late Earl 
of Rochefter. The 4th Edition. OfFave. | 

—— Examination of a Letter writ by the Jate Afſembly-Genes» 
ral of the Clergy of France to the Proteſtants, inviting them 
to return to their Communion ; together with the Mcahods 
propoſed by. them far their Convition. OFave. 

m=— A ColleCtion of ſeventeen TraQsand Diſcourſes writrers 
in the Year 1678 to 1685, inclufive. 470. 

A Second Volume, or a Colle&ion of eighteen Papers, re- 
lating to the Aﬀairs of Charch and State during the Reign of 
K. Fames the Second : With twelve others, publiſhed a little 
before and ſince the late Revolution, to Chriſtmas, £689. 

——— Faſt-Sermon at Bow-Church March 12, 1689, on Luke 19. 

I, 42. 

ke Faſt-Sermon before the Queen; 7uly, 16, 1690, on Pſal. 
$5. 8, x | 

= ——-Thankſpgiving- Sermon before the King and Queen ; Oc 
t0b. . 19, 1690, on Pſa!. 144, 10, 11. ; 

=—_—a{t-Sermon before the King and Queen ; 4pr:l 19. 
1691 , on Pſal. 12. 1. 


os RS... .. _. . o. Eo. 


Thankſgivings 


——— Thankſgiving-S n ; 
Nov. 26, 1691. on Prov. 20. 28. © | 


———Jermon at the Funeral of Robert Boyle, Efa; Jan. 7.1691]. 


.. an Seb 15 ad Ad ood 
w=——[Diſcourſe of the Paſtoral Care. 1692. 


£5 
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———=Paſtoral Letterto-the Clergy'of. his Dioceſs, concerning} 
the Oaths of Allegiance and Supremacy to K. William andf. 


Q. Mary. | 


——»— Four Diſcourſes delivered to the Con of the Dioceſs off 

4 COnCe | riſtian Religion, | 

- 24. The Diviniry and Death of Chrift. 34. The Infalibilityſ- 

and Ay of the Church. 4th. The Obligations to con- 
Mo) 


Sarum, concerning 1ſt. The Truth of the 


tinue in the Communion of the Church. 8. 

An Eſſay on the Memory of the Late Queen. 80. 
—_——Refletions upona Pamphlet, Entituled (ſome Diſcourſes 

upon Dr. Burnet and Dr. Tillo:ſon, occaſioned by the late Fy- 
.._neral Sermon of the Former upon the Latter) 8vo. 
——Lent-Sermon before the Queen; March r1. 1693. on 

r Cor. 1. 26. 
— — Sermon before the Queen ; May 29. 1694. on P/al. 1os. 5. 
_ — At the Funeral of Bp. Ti/lo:ſon. on 2 Tim, 4. 7. 
>——-Lent-Sermon before the King. Feb, 10, 1694. on 2 Gor. 6, 7, 
— Sermon on Chriſtmas-Day before the King, 1696 on 


Galat. 4. 4. | 
dim———Lent-Sermon before the King, March 7, 1697. on 
Epheſians 5. 2. | EE, | 
—_—_—crMmon on the Peace ; before the King, Decemb. 2. 1697, 
.on 2 Chron.' 9g. 8. Ws 
=—Eaſter-Sermon before the Lord-Major 1698 on Gal. 6. 10. 
— —— An Expoſition of the Thirty-nine Articles of the Church 
of England. Folto. 1699, © 


The Life of HenrChichele Arch-biſhop of Canterbury in which 


z0n before the King. and Queen ; 


Cs a. 2a 


there isa particular Relation of many remarkable Paſſages inthe 
Reignsof K. Henry 5. and Henry 6. Written by Arthur Duck 
L. L. D. Chancellor of the Dioceſs of London, and Advocate 
_ of the Court of Honour. : 
- The Life of John Whitgift Arch-biſhop of Canterbury, in the 
Reigns of Q, Elizabeth and K.Fames r. Written by b, George 
'- Paul Comprroller of his Graces Houſhold. To which 1s 
added a Treatiſe intituled, Conſpiracy for pretended Refor- 
marion. Written by Richard Cofin, L.Le D. Dean ofthe Arches 
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